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David Weiss Halivni's The Formation of the Babylonian Talmud, originally published in Hebrew and here
translated by Jeffrey L. Rubenstein, is widely regarded as the most comprehensive scholarly examination of
the processes of composition and editing of the Babylonian Talmud.

Halivni presents the summation of a lifetime of scholarship and the conclusions of his multivolume Talmudic
commentary, Sources and Traditions (Meqorot umesorot). Arguing against the traditional view that the
Talmud was composed c. 450 CE by the last of the named sages in the Talmud, the Amoraim, Halivni
proposes that its formation took place over a much longer period of time, not reaching its final form until
about 750 CE. The Talmud consists of many literary strata or layers, with later layers commenting upon and
reinterpreting earlier layers. The later layers differ qualitatively from the earlier layers, and were composed
by anonymous sages whom Halivni calls Stammaim. These sages were the true author-editors of the Talmud.
They reconstructed the reasons underpinning earlier rulings, created the dialectical argumentation
characteristic of the Talmud, and formulated the literary units that make up the Talmudic text.

Halivni also discusses the history and development of rabbinic tradition from the Mishnah through the post-
Talmudic legal codes, the types of dialectical analysis found in the different rabbinic works, and the roles of
reciters, transmitters, compilers, and editors in the composition of the Talmud. This volume contains an
introduction and annotations by Jeffrey L. Rubenstein.
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From reader reviews:

Annie Hernandez:

Here thing why this specific The Formation of the Babylonian Talmud are different and trustworthy to be
yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it really depends in the content of it which is the content is as
delightful as food or not. The Formation of the Babylonian Talmud giving you information deeper as
different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that similar with The Formation of the
Babylonian Talmud. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing
which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere
like in area, café, or even in your technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the
printed book maybe the form of The Formation of the Babylonian Talmud in e-book can be your option.

Sarah Davis:

The Formation of the Babylonian Talmud can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in
language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer
giving his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Formation of the
Babylonian Talmud yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into
brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Patricia Steele:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What
you should do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of
several books in the top checklist in your reading list is actually The Formation of the Babylonian Talmud.
This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Peter Singleton:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This e-book The Formation of the Babylonian Talmud was filled with regards to
science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you just
wanted.
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