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Original in perspective, innovative in approach, this book investigates the changing relationship between
Egypt's urban artisanry and the larger socio-historical transformations of the Egyptian economy.

Focusing on two key historical periods in the early and late twentieth century, Kristin Koptiuch examines the
political and economic conditions that affected the role of the artisan in Egypt over time. She is particularly
interested in how the politics of representation in different modes of discourse -- colonialist, nationalist,
developmentalist, ethnographic -- have alternatively cast Egypt's craft production as outmoded artisanry and
as an ingenious, micro-entrepreneurial "informal sector." In light of the artisans' changing relation to the
national and global economy, Koptiuch reads this figurative shift from "artisanry" to "informal sector" as a
political allegory that contradicts the dominant narratives of Egypt's colonial modernity and neocolonial
postmodernity.

Attention to this allegorical figuration discloses what Koptiuch calls a poetics of political economy. Contrary
to conventional positivist social science, realist ethnography, and empiricist history, this approach
acknowledges the intricate mutual workings of meaning and material culture.
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From reader reviews:

Douglas Holmes:

The book A Poetics of Political Economy in Egypt give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time.
You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you
getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book A Poetics of
Political Economy in Egypt for being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your capable,
increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up
and read a reserve A Poetics of Political Economy in Egypt. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Charlotte Lee:

This A Poetics of Political Economy in Egypt are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful
person, why. The main reason of this A Poetics of Political Economy in Egypt can be one of many great
books you must have will be giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with
information that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it
almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this A Poetics of
Political Economy in Egypt giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you
trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Mark Nixon:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer could be A Poetics of Political Economy in Egypt why because the excellent
cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content
is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up
this book.

George Hoffman:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called of
book A Poetics of Political Economy in Egypt. Contain your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed
book, it may add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must
aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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