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The Mormon handcart tragedy of 1856 is the worst disaster in the history of the Western migrations, and yet
it remains virtually unknown today outside Mormon circles.

Following the death of Joseph Smith, founder of the Mormon church, its second Prophet and new leader,
Brigham Young, determined to move the faithful out of the Midwest, where they had been constantly
persecuted by their neighbors, to found a new Zion in the wilderness. In 1846-47, the Mormons made their
way west, generally following the Oregon Trail, arriving in July 1847 in what is today Utah, where they
established Salt Lake City. Nine years later, fearing a federal invasion, Young and other Mormon leaders
wrestled with the question of how to bring thousands of impoverished European converts, mostly British and
Scandinavian, from the Old World to Zion. Young conceived of a plan in which the European Mormons
would travel by ship to New York City and by train to Iowa City. From there, instead of crossing the plains
by covered wagon, they would push and pull wooden handcarts all the way to Salt Lake.

But the handcart plan was badly flawed. The carts, made of green wood, constantly broke down; the baggage
allowance of seventeen pounds per adult was far too small; and the food provisions were woefully
inadequate, especially considering the demanding physical labor of pushing and pulling the handcarts 1,300
miles across plains and mountains. Five companies of handcart pioneers left Iowa for Zion that spring and
summer, but the last two of them left late. As a consequence, some 900 Mormons in these two companies
were caught in early snowstorms in Wyoming. When the church leadership in Salt Lake became aware of the
dire circumstances of these pioneers, Younglaunched a heroic rescue effort. But for more than 200 of the
immigrants, the rescue came too late.

The story of the Mormon handcart tragedy has never before been told in full despite its stunning human
drama: At least five times as many people died in the Mormon tragedy as died in the more famous Donner
Party disaster.

David Roberts has researched this story in Mormon archives and elsewhere, and has traveled along the route
where the handcart pioneers came to grief. Based on his research, he concludes that the tragedy was entirely
preventable. Brigham Young and others in the Mormon leadership failed to heed the abundant signs of
impending catastrophe, including warnings from other Mormon elders in the East and Midwest, where the
journey began. Devil's Gate is a powerful indictment of the Mormon leadership and a gripping story of
survival and suffering that is superbly told by one of our finest writers of Western history.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Walker:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Devil's Gate: Brigham Young and the Great Mormon Handcart Tragedy
book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to
you. The writer connected with Devil's Gate: Brigham Young and the Great Mormon Handcart Tragedy
content conveys prospect easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the content but it just different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking Devil's Gate: Brigham Young
and the Great Mormon Handcart Tragedy is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Martha Skaggs:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Devil's Gate: Brigham Young and the Great
Mormon Handcart Tragedy as your daily resource information.

Esther Tackett:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Devil's Gate:
Brigham Young and the Great Mormon Handcart Tragedy suitable to you? The book was written by famous
writer in this era. The particular book untitled Devil's Gate: Brigham Young and the Great Mormon Handcart
Tragedyis one of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot of people in the world.
When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of
this reserve. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world in this book.

Duncan Houghton:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When you looking
at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the characters do it
anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Devil's Gate:



Brigham Young and the Great Mormon Handcart Tragedy, you could tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.
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