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In 1971, while U.S. ground forces were prohibited from crossing the Laotian border, a South Vietnamese
Army corps, with U.S. air support, launched the largest airmobile operation in the history of warfare, Lam
Son 719. The objective: to sever the North Vietnamese Army’s main logistical artery, the Ho Chi Minh Trail,
at its hub, Tchepone in Laos, an operation that, according to General Creighton Abrams, could have been the
decisive battle of the war, hastening the withdrawal of U.S. forces and ensuring the survival of South
Vietnam. The outcome: defeat of the South Vietnamese Army and heavy losses of U.S. helicopters and
aircrews, but a successful preemptive strike that met President Nixon’s near-term political objectives.

Author Robert Sander, a helicopter pilot in Lam Son 719, explores why an operation of such importance
failed. Drawing on archives and interviews, and firsthand testimony and reports, Sander chronicles not only
the planning and execution of the operation but also the maneuvers of the bastions of political and military
power during the ten-year effort to end Communist infiltration of South Vietnam leading up to Lam Son 719.
The result is a picture from disparate perspectives: the Kennedy, Johnson, and Nixon administrations; the
South Vietnamese government led by President Nguyen Van Thieu; and senior U.S. military commanders
and army aviators.

Sander’s conclusion is at once powerful and persuasively clear. Lam Son 719 was doomed in both the
planning and execution—a casualty of domestic and international politics, flawed assumptions, incompetent
execution, and the resolve of the North Vietnamese Army. A powerful work of military and political history,
this book offers eloquent testimony that “failure, like success, cannot be measured in absolute terms.”
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Roth:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Invasion of Laos, 1971: Lam Son 719 your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each word
written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get before. The
Invasion of Laos, 1971: Lam Son 719 giving you a different experience more than blown away the mind but
also giving you useful information for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing
pattern the following is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning
a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Mia Shaw:

This Invasion of Laos, 1971: Lam Son 719 is great book for you because the content that is full of
information for you who have always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This
book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences inside.
So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight
forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Invasion of Laos,
1971: Lam Son 719 in your hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We
can say that no book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that.
So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

Michelle Garrett:

You could spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Invasion of Laos, 1971: Lam Son 719 is
simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not include much
space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it.
You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.

Sanjuanita Mecham:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By book Invasion of Laos, 1971: Lam Son 719 we can get more advantage. Don't you to be creative
people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Just choose the best book that acceptable with
your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this book Invasion of Laos, 1971: Lam Son 719. You can
more appealing than now.
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