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“[P]erhaps a small demonstration on your part would have the effect to move them,” wrote Army of the
Potomac commander Maj. Gen. George B. McClellan to Brig. Gen. Charles P. Stone on October 20, 1861.
The simple telegram triggered the “demonstration” by Col. Edward Baker’s brigade the following day that
evolved into the bloody subject of James Morgan’s A Little Short of Boats: The Battles of Ball’s Bluff and
Edwards Ferry, October 21 - 22, 1861.

Opposing the Union effort was Brig. Gen. Nathan “Shanks” Evans’ small Confederate command at
Leesburg. When he learned of the enemy plans, Evans shuttled troops from Edwards Ferry to Ball’s Bluff,
where Baker pushed his brigade across the upper reaches of the Potomac River. His troops were on open
ground, ill-organized, and with their backs to the river when the Southern infantry attacked. The twelve fitful
hours of fighting that followed ended in one of the worst defeats (proportionally speaking) either side would
suffer during the entire Civil War, wrecked a prominent Union general’s career, and killed Baker—a sitting
United States senator and one of President Abraham Lincoln’s good friends. The news rocked a Northern
populace already reeling from the recent disasters of Bull Run and Wilson’s Creek.

Based upon extensive firsthand research and a full appreciation of the battlefield terrain, A Little Short of
Boats sets forth the strategy behind the “demonstration,” the combats that followed, and the colorful
personalities involved. The bloody result, coupled with the disaster’s political fallout, held the nation’s
attention for weeks. The battle’s most important impact was also the least predictable: the creation of the
Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War. Ostensibly formed to seek out the causes of the string of
defeats, the Joint Committee instead pushed the political agenda of the “Radical Republicans” and remained
a thorn in Lincoln’s side for four long years.

This fully revised and expanded sesquicentennial edition of Morgan’s A Little Short of Boats will please
Civil War enthusiasts who love tactical studies and remind them once again that very often in history,
smaller affairs often have important and lasting consequences.

About the Author: Born in New Orleans, Jim Morgan grew up in Pensacola, Florida, and now lives in
Lovettsville, Virginia. He is a past president of the Loudoun County Civil War Roundtable, a member of the
Loudoun County Civil War Sesquicentennial Committee, and a volunteer guide at Ball’s Bluff for the
Northern Virginia Regional Park Authority.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Aultman:

This Little Short of Boats: The Civil War Battles of Ball's Bluff and Edwards Ferry, October 21-22, 1861 are
generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Little Short of
Boats: The Civil War Battles of Ball's Bluff and Edwards Ferry, October 21-22, 1861 can be one of several
great books you must have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with
information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Little Short
of Boats: The Civil War Battles of Ball's Bluff and Edwards Ferry, October 21-22, 1861 forcing you to have
an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Helen Chandler:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this Little Short of Boats: The
Civil War Battles of Ball's Bluff and Edwards Ferry, October 21-22, 1861.

Valarie Chamberlin:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Little Short of Boats: The
Civil War Battles of Ball's Bluff and Edwards Ferry, October 21-22, 1861 which is getting the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Betsy Haley:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This e-book Little Short of Boats: The Civil War Battles of Ball's Bluff and Edwards
Ferry, October 21-22, 1861 was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about
your technology competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big
benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get



book that you simply wanted.
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