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Livebearers focuses on four families of fish which contain many of the most attractive and popular species in
the tropical fish hobby today, including guppies, mollies, swordtails, and platies. The families include
Goodeidae (Mexican livebearers), Anablepidae (four-eyes and others), Poeciliidae (guppies and others); and
Hemirhamphidae (halfbeaks). Author David Alderton explains that hobbyists have applied the term
livebearer to these four families for convenience even though there are fourteen families in the wild that
reproduce by bearing live young. The chapter “Where in the World?” focuses on the natural history of these
families, their distribution, and lifestyles. Hobbyists looking to begin an aquarium of livebearers or to expand
their existing communities will find useful information in the chapter called “The Different Groups,” in
which Alderton discusses age considerations, health matters, and sex. The chapter also describes the four
families and the most common genus/species of each. Included are sixteen representatives of the Family
Goodeidae (e.g., Allodontichth, Characodon, and Skiffia), three genus of the Family Anablepidae (Anableps,
Jenynsia, and Oxyzgonectes), twenty-six representatives of the Family Poeciliidae (e.g., Belonesox,
Fiexipenis, and Limia); and three genus of the Family Hemirhamphidae (Dermogenys, Hemirhamphodon,
and Namorhamphus).

This colorful, user-friendly guide offers basic information on the anatomical characteristics, housing options,
required aquarium equipment for livebearers as well as their feeding habits and food requirements
(greenstuff, carotene-rich foods, live foods, meat, etc.). The breeding habits of livebearers have ensured their
popularity with hobbyists, and the chapter on reproduction describes the various breeding habits of
livebearers and outlines successful breeding strategies for interested hobbyists. In the chapter on health care,
the author offers solid advice about caring for livebearers to maximize their lifespan in captivity, which is
typically only a few years. He also gives information on signs of illness and some basic diseases that can be
treated by the fish keeper.

The final chapter offers photographs and distribution maps for sixteen popular livebearers of all four
families, including information on size, physical description, natural habitat and behavior, and required
aquarium conditions. The author’s livebearer hit parade includes the butterfly goodeid, rainbow goodeid,
black-finned goodea, four-eyed fish, guppy (millions fish), black molly, sailfin molly, swordtail, platy
(moonfish), mosquito fish (dwarf and large), humpbacked (black-barred) limia, black-bellied limia, pike
livebearer (piketop minnow), knife (Alfaro’s) livebearer, and wrestling halfbeak. Resources, glossary, and
index included.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Rodrigues:

The book Livebearers: Understanding Guppies, Mollies, Swordtails and Others (Fish Keeping Made Easy)
gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable much more
increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject.
If you can make reading a book Livebearers: Understanding Guppies, Mollies, Swordtails and Others (Fish
Keeping Made Easy) to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable,
increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and
read a publication Livebearers: Understanding Guppies, Mollies, Swordtails and Others (Fish Keeping Made
Easy). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how
do you think about this publication?

William Butcher:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for all of us. The book Livebearers: Understanding Guppies, Mollies, Swordtails and
Others (Fish Keeping Made Easy) seemed to be making you to know about other information and of course
you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide Livebearers:
Understanding Guppies, Mollies, Swordtails and Others (Fish Keeping Made Easy) is not only giving you
much more new information but also to become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your
personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the book Livebearers:
Understanding Guppies, Mollies, Swordtails and Others (Fish Keeping Made Easy). You never feel lose out
for everything if you read some books.

Joseph Haner:

This Livebearers: Understanding Guppies, Mollies, Swordtails and Others (Fish Keeping Made Easy) is
great reserve for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with
world and possess to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great
arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have
whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with
splendid delivering sentences. Having Livebearers: Understanding Guppies, Mollies, Swordtails and Others
(Fish Keeping Made Easy) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this
reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Alfonso Unruh:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some



people likes reading, not only science book but novel and Livebearers: Understanding Guppies, Mollies,
Swordtails and Others (Fish Keeping Made Easy) or maybe others sources were given know-how for you.
After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created
for teacher as well as students especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their knowledge.
In various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Livebearers: Understanding Guppies,
Mollies, Swordtails and Others (Fish Keeping Made Easy) to make your spare time considerably more
colorful. Many types of book like here.
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