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For six hundred years, the nations of Europe and North America have periodically attempted to coerce,
invade, or conquer other societies. They have relied on their superior technology to do so, yet these
technologies have not always guaranteed success. Power over Peoples examines Western imperialism's
complex relationship with technology, from the first Portuguese ships that ventured down the coast of Africa
in the 1430s to America's conflicts in the Middle East today.

Why did the sailing vessels that gave the Portuguese a century-long advantage in the Indian Ocean fail to
overcome Muslim galleys in the Red Sea? Why were the same weapons and methods that the Spanish used
to conquer Mexico and Peru ineffective in Chile and Africa? Why didn't America's overwhelming air power
assure success in Iraq and Afghanistan? In Power over Peoples, Daniel Headrick traces the evolution of
Western technologies--from muskets and galleons to jet planes and smart bombs--and sheds light on the
environmental and social factors that have brought victory in some cases and unforeseen defeat in others. He
shows how superior technology translates into greater power over nature and sometimes even other peoples,
yet how technological superiority is no guarantee of success in imperialist ventures--because the technology
only delivers results in a specific environment, or because the society being attacked responds in unexpected
ways.

Breathtaking in scope, Power over Peoples is a revealing history of technological innovation, its promise and
limitations, and its central role in the rise and fall of empire.
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From reader reviews:

John Townsend:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take
a go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Power over
Peoples: Technology, Environments, and Western Imperialism, 1400 to the Present (The Princeton
Economic History of the Western World)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You recognize beside
you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has
the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Gregory Howard:

Here thing why this particular Power over Peoples: Technology, Environments, and Western Imperialism,
1400 to the Present (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) are different and dependable to
be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it depends in the content of computer which is the
content is as scrumptious as food or not. Power over Peoples: Technology, Environments, and Western
Imperialism, 1400 to the Present (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) giving you
information deeper including different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no book that
similar with Power over Peoples: Technology, Environments, and Western Imperialism, 1400 to the Present
(The Princeton Economic History of the Western World). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up
your current eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around
you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by train. In
case you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Power over Peoples:
Technology, Environments, and Western Imperialism, 1400 to the Present (The Princeton Economic History
of the Western World) in e-book can be your substitute.

Kelsey Palermo:

The particular book Power over Peoples: Technology, Environments, and Western Imperialism, 1400 to the
Present (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) will bring you to the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to
learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Power over Peoples: Technology, Environments, and
Western Imperialism, 1400 to the Present (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can
easier to read the book.

Don Morris:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that question was



given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know that
little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book. Many kinds
of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra Power over Peoples:
Technology, Environments, and Western Imperialism, 1400 to the Present (The Princeton Economic History
of the Western World).
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