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"No mathematician can be a complete mathematician unless he is also something of a poet." — K.
Weierstrass
In this lively and stimulating account, noted mathematician and educator W. W. Sawyer (Professor Emeritus,
University of Toronto) defines mathematics as "the classification and study of all possible patterns." It is a
broad definition, but one that seems appropriate to the great scope and depth of the topic. Indeed,
mathematics seems to have few boundaries, either in applications to practical matters or in its mind-
stretching excursions into realms of pure abstraction.
Gearing his approach to the layman whose grasp of things mathematical may be a bit precarious, Professor
Sawyer offers a lucid, accessible introduction to the mathematician's cast of mind. Five well-written
preliminary chapters explore the beauty, power and mysticism of mathematics; the role of math as an adjunct
in utilitarian matters; and the concepts of pattern, generalization and unification as both tools and goals of
mathematical thought.
After developing this conceptual groundwork, the author goes on to treat of more advanced topics: non-
Euclidean geometry, matrices, projective geometry, determinants, transformations and group theory. The
emphasis here is not on mathematics with great practical utility, but on those branches which are exciting in
themselves — mathematics which offers the strange, the novel, the apparently impossible — for example, an
arithmetic in which no number is larger than four.
Mathematicians will appreciate the author's grasp of a wide range of important mathematical topics, and his
ability to illuminate the complex issues involved; laymen, especially those with a minimal math background,
will appreciate the accessibility of much of the book, which affords not only a portrait of mathematics as a
matchless tool for probing the nature of the universe, but a revealing glimpse of that mysterious entity called
"the mathematical mind." Professor Sawyer has further enhanced this new Dover edition with updated
material on group theory, appearing here in English for the first time.
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From reader reviews:

Henry Major:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Prelude to Mathematics
(Dover Books on Mathematics) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if
you can know about everything. But some of you think that will open or reading a book make you bored. It's
not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with
you?

Virgil Arriola:

The book Prelude to Mathematics (Dover Books on Mathematics) can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a
book Prelude to Mathematics (Dover Books on Mathematics)? A few of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to
share all of these. Book Prelude to Mathematics (Dover Books on Mathematics) has simple shape however
you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available
and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Randolph Urban:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you go through a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The Prelude to
Mathematics (Dover Books on Mathematics) will give you a new experience in looking at a book.

Elmo Bragg:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Prelude to Mathematics (Dover Books on
Mathematics) can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?
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