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The United States is among the wealthiest nations in the world. But that wealth hasn't translated to a higher
life expectancy, an area where the United States still ranks thirty-eighth—behind Cuba, Chile, Costa Rica,
and Greece, among many others. Some fault the absence of universal health care or the persistence of social
inequalities. Others blame unhealthy lifestyles. But these emphases on present-day behaviors and policies
miss a much more fundamental determinant of societal health: the state.

Werner Troesken looks at the history of the United States with a focus on three diseases—smallpox, typhoid
fever, and yellow fever—to show how constitutional rules and provisions that promoted individual liberty
and economic prosperity also influenced, for good and for bad, the country’s ability to eradicate infectious
disease. Ranging from federalism under the Commerce Clause to the Contract Clause and the Fourteenth
Amendment, Troesken argues persuasively that many institutions intended to promote desirable political or
economic outcomes also hindered the provision of public health. We are unhealthy, in other words, at least in
part because our political and legal institutions function well. Offering a compelling new perspective, The
Pox of Liberty challenges many traditional claims that infectious diseases are inexorable forces in human
history, beyond the control of individual actors or the state, revealing them instead to be the result of public
and private choices.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Gower:

This book untitled The Pox of Liberty: How the Constitution Left Americans Rich, Free, and Prone to
Infection (Markets and Governments in Economic History) to be one of several books which best seller in
this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to
buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Cynthia Caron:

This The Pox of Liberty: How the Constitution Left Americans Rich, Free, and Prone to Infection (Markets
and Governments in Economic History) is completely new way for you who has fascination to look for some
information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you
know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this The Pox of Liberty: How the Constitution
Left Americans Rich, Free, and Prone to Infection (Markets and Governments in Economic History) can be
the light food for yourself because the information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These
books build itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People
who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't
any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a
person. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.

Douglas Anderson:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is called of book
The Pox of Liberty: How the Constitution Left Americans Rich, Free, and Prone to Infection (Markets and
Governments in Economic History). You can include your knowledge by it. Without making the printed
book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware
about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.

Sandra Wright:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of
news. Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
in search of the The Pox of Liberty: How the Constitution Left Americans Rich, Free, and Prone to Infection
(Markets and Governments in Economic History) when you needed it?
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