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John Nemec examines the beginnings of the non-dual tantric philosophy of the famed Pratyabhij?a or
"Recognition [of God]" School of tenth-century Kashmir, the tradition most closely associated with
Kashmiri Shaivism. In doing so it offers, for the very first time, a critical edition and annotated translation of
a large portion of the first Pratyabhij?a text ever composed, the Sivadrsti of Somananda. In an extended
introduction, Nemec argues that the author presents a unique form of non-dualism, a strict pantheism that
declares all beings and entities found in the universe to be fully identical with the active and willful god Siva.
This view stands in contrast to the philosophically more flexible panentheism of both his disciple and
commentator, Utpaladeva, and the very few other Saiva tantric works that were extant in the author's day.
Nemec also argues that the text was written for the author's fellow tantric initiates, not for a wider audience.
This can be adduced from the structure of the work, the opponents the author addresses, and various other
editorial strategies. Even the author's famous and vociferous arguments against the non-tantric Hindu
grammarians may be shown to have been ultimately directed at an opposing Hindu tantric school that
subscribed to many of the grammarians' philosophical views. Included in the volume is a critical edition and
annotated translation of the first three (of seven) chapters of the text, along with the corresponding chapters
of the commentary. These are the chapters in which Somananda formulates his arguments against opposing
tantric authors and schools of thought. None of the materials made available in the present volume has ever
been translated into English, apart from a brief rendering of the first chapter that was published without the
commentary in 1957. None of the commentary has previously been translated into any language at all.
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From reader reviews:

Sam Grimes:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book The Ubiquitous Siva: Somananda's Sivadrsti and His
Tantric Interlocutors (AAR Religions in Translation). You can choose the best book if you like reading a
book. Provided that we know about how is important any book The Ubiquitous Siva: Somananda's Sivadrsti
and His Tantric Interlocutors (AAR Religions in Translation). You can add expertise and of course you can
around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can understand everything!
From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you
are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-
book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Henry Robinson:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept The
Ubiquitous Siva: Somananda's Sivadrsti and His Tantric Interlocutors (AAR Religions in Translation)
suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this era. The particular book untitled The
Ubiquitous Siva: Somananda's Sivadrsti and His Tantric Interlocutors (AAR Religions in Translation)is one
of several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired many men and women in the world. When
you read this guide you will enter the new age that you ever know just before. The author explained their
concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will
give you a lots of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this
book.

Lois Bottoms:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your current
free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing
that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book,
may be the reserve untitled The Ubiquitous Siva: Somananda's Sivadrsti and His Tantric Interlocutors (AAR
Religions in Translation) can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Corey Johnson:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The
Ubiquitous Siva: Somananda's Sivadrsti and His Tantric Interlocutors (AAR Religions in Translation) which



is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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