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The Italian scholar and poet Francesco Petrarch (1304–1374) is best remembered today for vibrant and
impassioned love poetry that helped to establish Italian as a literary language. Petrarch inspired later
Renaissance writers, who produced an extraordinary body of work regarded today as perhaps the high-water
mark of poetic productivity in the European West. These "Petrarchan" poets were self-consciously aware of
themselves as poets—as craftsmen, revisers, and professionals. As William J. Kennedy shows in
Petrarchism at Work, this commitment to professionalism and the mastery of poetic craft is essential to
understanding Petrarch's legacy.

Petrarchism at Work contributes to recent scholarship that explores relationships between poetics and
economic history in early-modern European literature. Kennedy traces the development of a Renaissance
aesthetics from one based upon Platonic intuition and visionary furor to one grounded in Aristotelian
craftsmanship and technique. Their polarities harbor economic consequences, the first privileging the poet’s
divinely endowed talent, rewarded by the autocratic largess of patrons, the other emphasizing the poet’s
acquired skill and hard work. Petrarch was the first to exploit the tensions between these polarities, followed
by his poetic successors. These include Gaspara Stampa in the emergent salon society of Venice,
Michelangelo Buonarroti in the “gift” economy of Medici Florence and papal Rome, Pierre de Ronsard and
the poets of his Pléiade brigade in the fluctuant Valois court, and William Shakespeare and his
contemporaries in the commercial world of Elizabethan and early Stuart London. As Kennedy shows, the
poetic practices of revision and redaction by Petrarch and his successors exemplify the transition from a
premodern economy of patronage to an early modern economy dominated by unstable market forces.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Clark:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled
Petrarchism at Work: Contextual Economies in the Age of Shakespeare? Maybe it is being best activity for
you. You understand beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than
before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Sharon Stennis:

Why? Because this Petrarchism at Work: Contextual Economies in the Age of Shakespeare is an unordinary
book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret this
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of
rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.

Carol Reck:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Petrarchism at Work:
Contextual Economies in the Age of Shakespeare which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's find.

David Smith:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
With the book Petrarchism at Work: Contextual Economies in the Age of Shakespeare we can acquire more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book. Just
choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book Petrarchism at
Work: Contextual Economies in the Age of Shakespeare. You can more inviting than now.
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