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Everyone knows there is only one form of American currency—the greenback—and that it’s issued by the
federal government. But this arrangement has not always been the rule: for much of our nation’s history
there was no federal currency in circulation. Instead, currency was issued by private banks and other
businesses. These pieces of private money, called obsolete bank notes, form the basis of this outstanding new
book by Richard Doty, senior curator of the Smithsonian’s National Numismatic Collection. What do the
designs and images on these notes tell us about the United States of the 1800s? How did we Americans view
women, children, family, the workplace, racial minorities, new technology? Can these obsolete bank notes
serve as “pictures from a distant country”—snapshots from the United States of yesteryear? Hundreds of
detailed images of these private notes illustrate Doty’s engaging text. Pictures From a Distant Country is a
must-read for every collector, and for anyone interested in our nation’s colorful past.
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From reader reviews:

Jacqueline Ramos:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Pictures From a Distant Country: Seeing America Through Paper Money.

Jennifer Bedard:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a new
book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a e-book. The book Pictures From a Distant Country: Seeing America Through Paper Money it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying
reading this book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book.
You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
possesses high quality.

Donald Murray:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be
learn. Pictures From a Distant Country: Seeing America Through Paper Money can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.

Shannon Palmer:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Pictures From a Distant Country: Seeing
America Through Paper Money can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?
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