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A little over a century ago, bubonic plague--the same Black Death that decimated medieval Europe--arrived
on the shores of Hawaii just as the islands were about to become a U.S. territory. In this absorbing narrative,
James Mohr tells the story of that fearful visitation and its fiery climax--avast conflagration that engulfed
Honolulu's Chinatown.

Mohr tells this gripping tale largely through the eyes of the people caught up in the disaster, from members
of the white elite to Chinese doctors, Japanese businessmen, and Hawaiian reporters. At the heart of the
narrative are three American physicians--the Honolulu Board of Health--who became virtual dictators when
the government granted them absolute control over the armed forces and the treasury. The doctors soon
guarantined Chinatown, where the plague was killing one or two people aday and clearly spreading. They
resisted intense pressure from the white community to burn down all of Chinatown at once and instead
ordered a careful, controlled burning of buildings where plague victims had died. But a freak wind whipped
one of those small firesinto aroaring inferno that destroyed everything in its path, consuming roughly thirty-
eight acres of densely packed wooden structures in a single afternoon. Some 5000 people lost their homes
and all their possessions and were marched in shock to detention camps, where they were confined under
armed guard for weeks.

Next to the attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941, the Chinatown fireis the worst civic disaster in Hawaiian history.
A dramatic account of people struggling in the face of mounting catastrophe, Plague and Fireisa
stimulating and thought-provoking read.
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From reader reviews:
Steven Williams:

Baook iswritten, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Plague and Fire: Battling Black Death and the 1900 Burning
of Honolulu's Chinatown will make you to become smarter. Y ou can feel considerably more confidence if
you can know about everything. But some of you think that will open or reading a new book make you
bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal
book with you?

Ned Aguayo:

Often the book Plague and Fire: Battling Black Death and the 1900 Burning of Honolulu's Chinatown will
bring you to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to describe theideais very unigue.
Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book Plague and Fire: Battling
Black Death and the 1900 Burning of Honolulu's Chinatown is much recommended to you to read. Y ou can
also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Jonathan Solis:

Plague and Fire: Battling Black Death and the 1900 Burning of Honolulu's Chinatown can be one of your
basic books that are good idea. We al recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in
writing Plague and Fire: Battling Black Death and the 1900 Burning of Honolulu's Chinatown however
doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe
you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial
thinking.

Edwin Ashford:

In this era globalization it isimportant to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information smpler to share.
You can find alot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon.

Y ou can see that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is Plague and Fire: Battling Black Death and the 1900 Burning of Honolulu's
Chinatown this reserve consist alot of the information with the condition of thisworld now. Thiskind of
book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it
is easy to understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book
suited all of you.
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