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Perhaps more than any other two colleges, Harvard and Yale gave form to American intercollegiate
athletics--a form that was inspired by the Oxford-Cambridge rivalry overseas, and that was imitated by
colleges and universities throughout the United States. Focusing on the influence of these prestigious eastern
institutions, this fascinating study traces the origins and development of intercollegiate athletics in America
from the mid-nineteenth century to the early twentieth century. Smith begins with an historical overview of
intercollegiate athletics and details the evolution of individual sports--crew, baseball, track and field, and
especially football. Then, skillfully setting various sports events in their broader social and cultural contexts,
Smith goes on to discuss many important issues that are still relevant today: student-faculty competition for
institutional athletic control; the impact of the professional coach on big-time athletics; the false concept of
amateurism in college athletics; and controversies over eligibility rules. He also reveals how the debates over
brutality and ethics created the need for a central organizing body, the National Collegiate Athletic
Association, which still runs college sports today. Sprinkled throughout with spicy sports anecdotes, from the
Thanksgiving Day Princeton-Yale football game that drew record crowds in the 1890s to a meeting with
President Theodore Roosevelt on football violence, this lively, in-depth investigation will appeal to serious
sports buffs as well as to anyone interested in American social and cultural history.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Ehlers:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Sports and Freedom: The Rise of Big-Time College Athletics
(Sports and History) book is readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the
data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving actually decrease the
knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving Sports and Freedom: The Rise of Big-Time
College Athletics (Sports and History) content conveys objective easily to understand by most people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different such as it. So , do you
nevertheless thinking Sports and Freedom: The Rise of Big-Time College Athletics (Sports and History) is
not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Paul Weston:

The ability that you get from Sports and Freedom: The Rise of Big-Time College Athletics (Sports and
History) will be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside words the more you get
interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Sports and Freedom: The Rise of
Big-Time College Athletics (Sports and History) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article author
conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by anyone who read it because the author of this
guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore
easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend
you for having this kind of Sports and Freedom: The Rise of Big-Time College Athletics (Sports and
History) instantly.

Anna Williams:

The actual book Sports and Freedom: The Rise of Big-Time College Athletics (Sports and History) has a lot
of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the
very famous author. The author makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very
easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Janice Wilham:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Sports and Freedom: The Rise of Big-Time
College Athletics (Sports and History) can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these guides have than the others?
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