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This volume reconstructs the body of sensibility and the discourse which constructed it. The discourse of
sensibility was deployed very widely throughout the mid- to late-eighteenth century, particularly in France
and Britain. To inquire into the body of sensibility is then necessarily to enter into an interdisciplinary space
and so to invite the plurality of methodological approaches which this collection exemplifies. The chapters
collected here draw together the histories of literature and aesthetics, metaphysics and epistemology, moral
theory, medicine, and cultural history. Together, they contribute to four major themes: First, the collection
reconstructs various modes by which the sympathetic subject was construed or scripted, including through
the theatre, poetry, literature, and medical and philosophical treaties. It secondly draws out those techniques
of affective pedagogy which were implied by the medicalisation of the knowing body, and thirdly highlights
the manner in which the body of sensibility was constructed as simultaneously particular and universal.
Finally, it illustrates the ‘centrifugal forces’ at play within the discourse, and the anxiety which often
accompanied them.

At the centre of eighteenth-century thought was a very particular object: the body of sensibility, the
Enlightenment’s knowing body. The persona of the knowledge-seeker was constructed by drawing together
mind and matter, thought and feeling. And so where the Enlightenment thinker is generally associated with
reason, truth-telling, and social and political reform, the Enlightenment is also known for its valorisation of
emotion. During the period, intellectual pursuits were envisioned as having a distinctly embodied and
emotional aspect. The body of ‘sensibility’ encompassed these apparently disparate strands and was
associated with terms including ‘sentimental’, ‘sentiment’, ‘sense’, ‘sensation’, and ‘sympathy’.
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From reader reviews:

Amber Weitz:

The book The Discourse of Sensibility: The Knowing Body in the Enlightenment: 35 (Studies in History and
Philosophy of Science) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why
must we leave the great thing like a book The Discourse of Sensibility: The Knowing Body in the
Enlightenment: 35 (Studies in History and Philosophy of Science)? Some of you have a different opinion
about book. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able
to share all of these. Book The Discourse of Sensibility: The Knowing Body in the Enlightenment: 35
(Studies in History and Philosophy of Science) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

Doreen Wolf:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be consider if those
information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Discourse of Sensibility: The Knowing Body in the
Enlightenment: 35 (Studies in History and Philosophy of Science) as the daily resource information.

Nellie Wellborn:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying The Discourse of Sensibility: The
Knowing Body in the Enlightenment: 35 (Studies in History and Philosophy of Science) that give your
enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can
be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better then how they react toward the world. It
can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who
wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible
to pick The Discourse of Sensibility: The Knowing Body in the Enlightenment: 35 (Studies in History and
Philosophy of Science) become your own personal starter.

Joann Huertas:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and The Discourse of Sensibility: The



Knowing Body in the Enlightenment: 35 (Studies in History and Philosophy of Science) or even others
sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read
more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are
helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The
Discourse of Sensibility: The Knowing Body in the Enlightenment: 35 (Studies in History and Philosophy of
Science) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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