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All American presidents, past and present, have cared deeply about power--acquiring, protecting, and
expanding it. While individual presidents obviously have other concerns, such as shaping policy or building
a legacy, the primacy of power considerations--exacerbated by expectations of the presidency and the
inadequacy of explicit powers in the Constitution--sets presidents apart from other political actors. Thinking
about the Presidency explores presidents' preoccupation with power. Distinguished presidential scholar
William Howell looks at the key aspects of executive power--political and constitutional origins,
philosophical underpinnings, manifestations in contemporary political life, implications for political reform,
and looming influences over the standards to which we hold those individuals elected to America's highest
office.

Howell shows that an appetite for power may not inform the original motivations of those who seek to
become president. Rather, this need is built into the office of the presidency itself--and quickly takes hold of
whoever bears the title of Chief Executive. In order to understand the modern presidency, and the degrees to
which a president succeeds or fails, the acquisition, protection, and expansion of power in a president's
political life must be recognized--in policy tools and legislative strategies, the posture taken before the
American public, and the disregard shown to those who would counsel modesty and deference within the
White House.

Thinking about the Presidency assesses how the search for and defense of presidential powers informs nearly
every decision made by the leader of the nation. In a new preface, Howell reflects on presidential power
during the presidency of Barack Obama.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Jennings:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Thinking About the Presidency:
The Primacy of Power is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Sergio Kelley:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Thinking About the Presidency: The Primacy of Power book is readable simply by
you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading
through experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of
Thinking About the Presidency: The Primacy of Power content conveys thinking easily to understand by a
lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different by means of it. So ,
do you continue to thinking Thinking About the Presidency: The Primacy of Power is not loveable to be your
top checklist reading book?

Joe Dix:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere. The
information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be consider if those
information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Thinking About the Presidency: The Primacy of Power as
your daily resource information.

Andrew Hulbert:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Thinking About the Presidency: The Primacy of
Power can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have point that they
don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing
more than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Thinking About the
Presidency: The Primacy of Power.
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