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Our beliefs constitute a large part of our knowledge of the world. We have beliefs about objects, about
culture, about the past, and about the future. We have beliefs about other people, and we believe that they
have beliefs as well. We use beliefs to predict, to explain, to create, to console, to entertain. Some of our
beliefs we call theories, and we are extraordinarily creative at constructing them. Theories of quantum
mechanics, evolution, and relativity are examples. But so are theories about astrology, alien abduction,
guardian angels, and reincarnation. All are products (with varying degrees of credibility) of fertile minds
trying to find explanations for observed phenomena. In this book, Nils Nilsson examines beliefs: what they
do for us, how we come to hold them, and how to evaluate them. We should evaluate our beliefs carefully,
Nilsson points out, because they influence so many of our actions and decisions. Some of our beliefs are
more strongly held than others, but all should be considered tentative and changeable. Nilsson shows that
beliefs can be quantified by probability, and he describes networks of beliefs in which the probabilities of
some beliefs affect the probabilities of others. He argues that we can evaluate our beliefs by adapting some
of the practices of the scientific method and by consulting expert opinion. And he warns us about "belief
traps" -- holding onto beliefs that wouldn't survive critical evaluation. The best way to escape belief traps, he
writes, is to expose our beliefs to the reasoned criticism of others.
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From reader reviews:

Alicia Hendrickson:

The book Understanding Beliefs (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing
like a book Understanding Beliefs (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series)? Some of you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to
give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Understanding Beliefs (The MIT Press Essential
Knowledge series) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can
seem the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Brittany Belliveau:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Understanding Beliefs (The MIT Press
Essential Knowledge series) can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Sara Jones:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet.
Every year has been exactly added. This reserve Understanding Beliefs (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge
series) was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big
benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to
get book you wanted.

William Johnson:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Understanding Beliefs (The MIT Press
Essential Knowledge series) was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
Understanding Beliefs (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) has many kinds or variety. Start from
kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are
the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy,
fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.
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