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Ben Jonson was the greatest of Shakespeare's contemporaries. In the century following his death he was seen
by many as the finest of all English writers, living or dead. His fame rested not only on the numerous plays
he had written for the theatre, but on his achievements over three decades as principal masque-writer to the
early Stuart court, where he had worked in creative, and often stormy, collaboration with Inigo Jones. One of
the most accomplished poets of
the age, he had become - in fact if not in title - the first Poet Laureate in England.

Jonson's life was full of drama. Serving in the Low Countries as a young man, he overcame a Spanish
adversary in single combat in full view of both the armies. His early satirical play, The Isle of Dogs, landed
him in prison, and brought all theatrical activity in London to a temporary — and very nearly to a permanent
— standstill. He was 'almost at the gallows' for killing a fellow actor after a quarrel, and converted to
Catholicism while awaiting execution. He supped with the
Gunpowder conspirators on the eve of their planned coup at Westminster. After satirizing the Scots in
Eastward Ho! he was imprisoned again; and throughout his career was repeatedly interrogated about plays
and poems thought to contain seditious or slanderous material. In his middle years, twenty stone in
weight, he walked to Scotland and back, seemingly partly to fulfil a wager, and partly to see the land of his
forebears. He travelled in Europe as tutor to the mischievous son of Sir Walter Ralegh, who 'caused him to
be drunken and dead drunk' and wheeled provocatively through the streets of Paris. During his later years he
presided over a sociable club in the Apollo Room in Fleet Street, mixed with the most learned scholars of his
day, and viewed with keen interest the political, religious,
and scientific controversies of the day.

Ian Donaldson's new biography draws on freshly discovered writings by and about Ben Jonson, and locates
his work within the social and intellectual contexts of his time. Jonson emerges from this study as a more
complex and volatile character than his own self-declarations (and much modern scholarship) would allow,
and as a writer whose work strikingly foresees - and at times pre-emptively satirizes - the modern age.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Hand:

This Ben Jonson: A Life are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The
explanation of this Ben Jonson: A Life can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you
more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with information that possibly will shock your prior
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-
book and printed versions. Beside that this Ben Jonson: A Life forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your
day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Jeffrey Nathanson:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled Ben
Jonson: A Life the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that
maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a book then
become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The Ben Jonson: A
Life giving you another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful details
for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will
probably be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try
this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Dwayne Moseley:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may have
it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Ben Jonson: A Life can give you a lot of close
friends because by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make a person more
like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great
persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have Ben Jonson: A Life.

Diana Keller:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. Through the
book Ben Jonson: A Life we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being creative
person must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up
being doubt to change your life by this book Ben Jonson: A Life. You can more pleasing than now.
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