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Castles, Battles, and Bombs reconsiders key episodes of military history from the point of view of
economics—with dramatically insightful results. For example, when looked at as a question of sheer cost,
the building of castles in the High Middle Ages seems almost inevitable: though stunningly expensive, a
strong castle was far cheaper to maintain than a standing army. The authors also reexamine the strategic
bombing of Germany in World War II and provide new insights into France’s decision to develop nuclear
weapons. Drawing on these examples and more, Brauer and Van Tuyll suggest lessons for today’s military,
from counterterrorist strategy and military manpower planning to the use of private military companies in
Afghanistan and Iraq.

 

"In bringing economics into assessments of military history, [the authors] also bring illumination. . . . [The
authors] turn their interdisciplinary lens on the mercenary arrangements of Renaissance Italy; the wars of
Marlborough, Frederick the Great, and Napoleon; Grant's campaigns in the Civil War; and the strategic
bombings of World War II. The results are invariably stimulating."—Martin Walker, Wilson Quarterly

 

"This study is serious, creative, important. As an economist I am happy to see economics so professionally
applied to illuminate major decisions in the history of warfare."—Thomas C. Schelling, Winner of the 2005
Nobel Prize in Economics
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From reader reviews:

Janice Smith:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Castles, Battles, and Bombs: How
Economics Explains Military History will make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if you
can know about everything. But some of you think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable book
with you?

Jennifer Ruiz:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Castles, Battles, and Bombs:
How Economics Explains Military History that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better
then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky
man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you may pick Castles, Battles, and Bombs: How Economics Explains Military
History become your own starter.

Phyllis Belser:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your
mind skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more
time to be go through. Castles, Battles, and Bombs: How Economics Explains Military History can be your
answer mainly because it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Scott Bush:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just looking for the Castles, Battles, and Bombs: How Economics Explains Military History when you
desired it?
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