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In the critical period when Islamic law first developed, a new breed of jurists developed a genre of legal
theory treatises to explore how the fundamental moral teachings of Islam might operate as a legal system.
Seemingly rhetorical and formulaic, these manuals have long been overlooked for the insight they offer into
the early formation of Islamic conceptions of law and its role in social life.

In this book, Rumee Ahmed shatters the prevailing misconceptions of the purpose and form of the Islamic
legal treatise. Ahmed describes how Muslim jurists used the genre of legal theory to argue for individualized,
highly creative narratives about the application of Islamic law while demonstrating loyalty to inherited
principles and general prohibitions. These narratives are revealed through careful attention to the nuanced
way in which legal theorists defined terms and concepts particular to
the legal theory genre, and developed pictures of multiple worlds in which Islamic law should ideally
function. Ahmed takes the reader into the logic of Islamic legal theory to uncover diverse conceptions of law
and legal application in the Islamic tradition, clarifying and making accessible the
sometimes obscure legal theories of central figures in the history of Islamic law. The book offers important
insights about the ways in which legal philosophy and theology mutually influenced premodern jurists as
they formulated their respective visions of law, ethics, and theology.

The volume is the first in the Oxford Islamic Legal Studies series. Satisfying the growing interest in Islam
and Islamic law, the series speaks to both specialists and those interested in the study of a legal tradition that
shapes lives and societies across the globe. The series features innovative and interdisciplinary studies that
explore Islamic law as it operates in shaping private decision making, binding communities, and as domestic
positive law. The series also sheds new light
on the history and jurisprudence of Islamic law and provides for a richer understanding of the state of Islamic
law in the contemporary Muslim world, including parts of the world where Muslims are minorities.
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From reader reviews:

Mike Jones:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Narratives of Islamic Legal Theory (Oxford Islamic Legal
Studies).

Douglas Barlow:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you examine
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The
Narratives of Islamic Legal Theory (Oxford Islamic Legal Studies) provide you with a new experience in
studying a book.

Anthony Hanna:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Narratives of Islamic
Legal Theory (Oxford Islamic Legal Studies) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's view.

Suzanne Robbins:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but novel and Narratives of Islamic Legal Theory (Oxford Islamic
Legal Studies) or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly great
a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students especially.
Those publications are helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any
other book likes Narratives of Islamic Legal Theory (Oxford Islamic Legal Studies) to make your spare time
much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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