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An internationally-recognized authority on constitutional law, national security law, and counterterrorism,
William C. Banks believes changing patterns of global conflict are forcing a reexamination of the traditional
laws of war. The Hague Rules, the customary laws of war, and the post-1949 law of armed conflict no longer
account for nonstate groups that wage prolonged campaigns of terrorism—or even more conventional
attacks. Yet not everyone concurs. Some scholars believe current laws are broad enough to accommodate
these new realities. Recognizing that many of today's conflicts are low-intensity, asymmetrical wars fought
between disparate military forces, Banks's collection debates nonstate armed groups and irregular forces
(such as terrorist and insurgent groups, paramilitaries, child soldiers, civilians participating in hostilities, and
private military firms) and their challenge to international humanitarian law.

Banks and others believe gaps in the laws of war leave modern battlefields largely unregulated, and
governing parties suffer without guidelines for responding to terrorism, transnational armed forces, and
asymmetrical tactics, such as the targeting of civilians. These gaps also embolden weaker, nonstate
combatants to exploit forbidden strategies and violate the laws of war. Attuned to the contested nature of
post-9/11 security and policy, this collection juxtaposes diverse perspectives on existing laws and their
application in contemporary conflict. They set forth a legal definition of new wars, describe the status of new
actors, chart the evolution of the twenty-first-century battlefield, and balance humanitarian priorities with
military necessity. Though they contest each other, these contributors ultimately reestablish the legitimacy of
a long-standing legal corpus and rehumanize an environment in which the most vulnerable targets, civilian
populations, are themselves becoming weapons against conventional power.
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From reader reviews:

Brandi Anderson:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want
by a e-book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book New Battlefields/Old Laws:
Critical Debates on Asymmetric Warfare (Columbia Studies in Terrorism and Irregular Warfare) will make
you to become smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every little thing.
But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far from make you
fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

William Burns:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept New
Battlefields/Old Laws: Critical Debates on Asymmetric Warfare (Columbia Studies in Terrorism and
Irregular Warfare) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known writer in this era.
Typically the book untitled New Battlefields/Old Laws: Critical Debates on Asymmetric Warfare (Columbia
Studies in Terrorism and Irregular Warfare)is a single of several books which everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the
new age that you ever know just before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all
of people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Vicki Harris:

The reserve with title New Battlefields/Old Laws: Critical Debates on Asymmetric Warfare (Columbia
Studies in Terrorism and Irregular Warfare) posesses a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a
lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new expertise the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement
of the world. This specific book will bring you within new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book
on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Brent Campbell:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lots
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you possess when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book you
have read is actually New Battlefields/Old Laws: Critical Debates on Asymmetric Warfare (Columbia
Studies in Terrorism and Irregular Warfare).
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