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"The best biography we have had." — Carl Bode, The New York Times Book Review
Henry David Thoreau is generally remembered as the author of Walden and "Civil Disobedience," a recluse
of the woods and political protester who once went to jail. To his contemporaries he was a minor disciple of
Emerson; he has since joined the ranks of America's most respected and beloved writers. Few, however,
really know the complexity of the man they revere — wanderer and scholar, naturalist and humorist, teacher
and surveyor, abolitionist and poet, Transcendentalist and anthropologist, inventor and social critic, and,
above all, individualist.
In this widely acclaimed biography, outstanding Thoreau scholar Walter Harding presents all of these
Thoreaus. Scholars will find here the culmination of a lifetime of research and study, meticulously
documented; general readers will find an absorbing story of a remarkable man. Writing always with supreme
clarity, Professor Harding has marshaled all the facts so as best to "let them speak for themselves." Thoreau's
thoughtfulness and stubbornness, his more than ordinarily human amalgam of the earthy and the sublime, his
unquenchable vitality emerge to the reader as they did to his own family, friends, and critics.
You will see Thoreau's work in his family's pencil factory, his accidental setting of a forest fire, his love of
children and hatred of hypocrisy, his contributions to the scientific understanding of forest trees, and other
more and less familiar aspects of the man and his works. You will find the social as well as the reclusive
Thoreau. Reactions to him by such notable contemporaries as Margaret Fuller, Nathaniel Hawthorne, and
Walt Whitman — with Thoreau's responses to them — are given in rich detail.
The totality is as complete, accurate, fair, vivid, and fully rounded a portrait as has ever been drawn. On its
appearance, Professor Harding's work immediately established itself as "the standard biography" (Edward
Wagenknecht). It has never been superseded. For this Dover edition, the author has corrected minor errors,
provided an appendix bibliographically documenting hundreds of facts, and contributed an Afterword
updating some of his findings and discussing Thoreau scholarship.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Williams:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled The Days
of Henry Thoreau? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time
along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or
you have some other opinion?

William Stewart:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
man? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster.
And you have spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is right. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that The Days of Henry Thoreau to
read.

Lynnette Jennings:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual The Days of Henry Thoreau is kind of
e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Vickie Flores:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Days of Henry Thoreau, you are able to enjoy both. It is
fine combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind
hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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