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The late eighteenth century witnessed an explosion of intellectual activity in Scotland by such luminaries as
David Hume, Adam Smith, Hugh Blair, William Robertson, Adam Ferguson, James Boswell, and Robert
Burns. And the books written by these seminal thinkers made a significant mark during their time in almost
every field of polite literature and higher learning throughout Britain, Europe, and the Americas. 

In this magisterial history, Richard B. Sher breaks new ground for our understanding of the Enlightenment
and the forgotten role of publishing during that period. The Enlightenment and the Book seeks to remedy the
common misperception that such classics as The Wealth of Nations and The Life of Samuel Johnson were
written by authors who eyed their publishers as minor functionaries in their profession. To the contrary, Sher
shows how the process of bookmaking during the late eighteenth-century involved a deeply complex
partnership between authors and their publishers, one in which writers saw the book industry not only as
pivotal in the dissemination of their ideas, but also as crucial to their dreams of fame and monetary gain.
Similarly, Sher demonstrates that publishers were involved in the project of bookmaking in order to advance
human knowledge as well as to accumulate profits. 

The Enlightenment and the Book explores this tension between creativity and commerce that still exists in
scholarly publishing today. Lavishly illustrated and elegantly conceived, it will be must reading for anyone
interested in the history of the book or the production and diffusion of Enlightenment thought.
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From reader reviews:

Shannon Bland:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Enlightenment and the Book: Scottish Authors
and Their Publishers in Eighteenth-Century Britain, Ireland, and America. Try to make the book The
Enlightenment and the Book: Scottish Authors and Their Publishers in Eighteenth-Century Britain, Ireland,
and America as your friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book
makes you considerably more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Bert Ferguson:

Here thing why this particular The Enlightenment and the Book: Scottish Authors and Their Publishers in
Eighteenth-Century Britain, Ireland, and America are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all
examining a book is good but it depends in the content from it which is the content is as scrumptious as food
or not. The Enlightenment and the Book: Scottish Authors and Their Publishers in Eighteenth-Century
Britain, Ireland, and America giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any
reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar with The Enlightenment and the Book: Scottish Authors
and Their Publishers in Eighteenth-Century Britain, Ireland, and America. It gives you thrill reading journey,
its open up your eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is maybe can be happened
around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home by train. For
anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Enlightenment and
the Book: Scottish Authors and Their Publishers in Eighteenth-Century Britain, Ireland, and America in e-
book can be your substitute.

Jack Rolfes:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different
you can read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent
24 hours a day to reading a guide. The book The Enlightenment and the Book: Scottish Authors and Their
Publishers in Eighteenth-Century Britain, Ireland, and America it is very good to read. There are a lot of
people that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have
enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book
from the smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high quality.



Laura Bradberry:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Enlightenment and the Book: Scottish
Authors and Their Publishers in Eighteenth-Century Britain, Ireland, and America was colorful and of course
has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Enlightenment and the Book: Scottish Authors and
Their Publishers in Eighteenth-Century Britain, Ireland, and America has many kinds or genre. Start from
kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun
and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.
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