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For almost forty years Syria has been ruled by a populist authoritarian regime under the Ba'th Party, led since
1970 by President Hafiz al-Asad. The durability and resilience of this regime is a striking contrast to the
instability and intense social conflict that preceded the Bath's seizure of power, when Syria was seen as
among the least stable of Arab states. This dramatic transition raises questions about how the Ba'th
succeeded in constructing the institutions needed to consolidate a radically populist and authoritarian system
of rule. The Ba'th's accomplishment also poses a significant theoretical challenge to the widely held view
that populist strategies of state building are inherently unstable.Drawing on evidence from Syrian, American,
and British archives as well as from published French and Arabic sources, Steven Heydemann explains the
capacity of the Ba'th to overcome the obstacles that typically undermine the consolidation of radical populist
regimes. He links the Ba'th's adoption of a radical populist strategy of state building, and its capacity to
implement this strategy, to the dynamics of social conflict, state expansion, and structural change in the
political economy of post-independence Syria. Arguing that conventional accounts of Syrian politics neglect
the centrality of institutions and institutional change, Heydemann shows how shifts in the pattern of state
intervention after 1946 transformed Syria's political arena.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Carlson:

The actual book Authoritarianism in Syria: Institutions and Social Conflict, 1946-1970 has a lot of
information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the
very famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this book. This particular book
very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.

Wanda Crane:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will get
great deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is usually Authoritarianism in Syria: Institutions and Social Conflict, 1946-1970.

Beth Murray:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Authoritarianism in Syria: Institutions and
Social Conflict, 1946-1970 can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently
out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these guides have than the others?

Ronda Tollison:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Authoritarianism in Syria: Institutions and Social Conflict, 1946-1970 can make you really
feel more interested to read.
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