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Over the course of the twentieth century, democracies demonstrated an uncanny ability to win wars when
their survival was at stake. As this book makes clear, this success cannot be explained merely by superior
military equipment or a particular geographical advantage. Instead, it is argued that the legal frameworks
imbedded in democratic societies offered them a fundamental advantage over their more politically restricted
rivals. For democracies fight wars aided by codes of behaviour shaped by their laws, customs and treaties
that reflect the wider values of their society. This means that voters and the public can influence the decision
to wage and sustain war. Thus, a precarious balance between government, parliament and military leadership
is the backbone of any democracy at war, and the key to success or failure. Beginning with the sixteenth- and
seventeenth-century writings of Alberico Gentili and Hugo Grotius, this book traces the rise of legal
concepts of war between states. It argues that the ideas and theories set out by the likes of Gentili and Grotius
were to provide the bedrock of western democratic thinking in wartime. The book then moves on to look in
detail at the two World Wars of the twentieth century and how legal thinking adapted itself to the realities of
industrial and total war. In particular it focuses upon the impact of differing political ideologies on the
conduct of war, and how combatant nations were frequently forced to challenge core beliefs and values in
order to win. Through a combination of history and legal philosophy, this book contributes to a better
understanding of democratic government when it is most severely tested at war. The ideas and concepts
addressed will resonate, both with those studying the past, and current events.
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From reader reviews:

Leo Osborne:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different
you can read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent all day every day to reading a reserve. The book Democracies and the Shock of War: The Law as a
Battlefield it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These
people were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book you can
buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not
very costly but this book possesses high quality.

Charles Wright:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Democracies and the Shock of War:
The Law as a Battlefield reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that
could be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question Democracies and the
Shock of War: The Law as a Battlefield as good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This
is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth
sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to a different sixth sense.

Marvin Boyer:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the top
checklist in your reading list is Democracies and the Shock of War: The Law as a Battlefield. This book
which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking up
and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Betty Johnston:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This guide Democracies and the Shock of War: The Law as a Battlefield was
filled with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can
sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you simply



wanted.
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