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At the outbreak of the First World War, an entire generation of young men charged into battle for what they
believed was a glorious cause. Over the next four years, that cause claimed the lives of some 13 million
soldiers--more than twice the number killed in all the major wars from 1790 to 1914. But despite this
devastating toll, the memory of the war was not, predominantly, of the grim reality of its trench warfare and
battlefield carnage. What was most remembered by the war's participants was its sacredness and the
martyrdom of those who had died for the greater glory of the fatherland.
War, and the sanctification of it, is the subject of this pioneering work by well-known European historian
George L. Mosse. Fallen Soldiers offers a profound analysis of what he calls the Myth of the War
Experience--a vision of war that masks its horror, consecrates its memory, and ultimately justifies its
purpose. Beginning with the Napoleonic wars, Mosse traces the origins of this myth and its symbols, and
examines the role of war volunteers in creating and perpetuating it. But it was not until World War I, when
Europeans confronted mass death on an unprecedented scale, that the myth gained its widest currency.
Indeed, as Mosse makes clear, the need to find a higher meaning in the war became a national obsession.
Focusing on Germany, with examples from England, France, and Italy, Mosse demonstrates how these
nations--through memorials, monuments, and military cemeteries honoring the dead as martyrs--glorified the
war and fostered a popular acceptance of it. He shows how the war was further promoted through a process
of trivialization in which war toys and souvenirs, as well as postcards like those picturing the Easter Bunny
on the Western Front, softened the war's image in the public mind.
The Great War ended in 1918, but the Myth of the War Experience continued, achieving its most ruthless
political effect in Germany in the interwar years. There the glorified notion of war played into the militant
politics of the Nazi party, fueling the belligerent nationalism that led to World War II. But that cataclysm
would ultimately shatter the myth, and in exploring the postwar years, Mosse reveals the extent to which the
view of death in war, and war in general, was finally changed. In so doing, he completes what is likely to
become one of the classic studies of modern war and the complex, often disturbing nature of human
perception and memory.
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From reader reviews:

Julie Bell:

Here thing why this Fallen Soldiers: Reshaping the Memory of the World Wars are different and trusted to
be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the content of the usb ports which is the
content is as yummy as food or not. Fallen Soldiers: Reshaping the Memory of the World Wars giving you
information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no guide that similar
with Fallen Soldiers: Reshaping the Memory of the World Wars. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open
up your current eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around
you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your technique home by train. For
anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Fallen Soldiers:
Reshaping the Memory of the World Wars in e-book can be your alternative.

Dwight Ivers:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline Fallen
Soldiers: Reshaping the Memory of the World Wars suitable to you? The particular book was written by
well-known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Fallen Soldiers: Reshaping the Memory of the World
Warsis the main one of several books in which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many
men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever
know prior to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware
of the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. In order to
see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Walter Feuerstein:

This Fallen Soldiers: Reshaping the Memory of the World Wars is brand new way for you who has interest
to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Fallen Soldiers:
Reshaping the Memory of the World Wars can be the light food in your case because the information inside
this particular book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is certainly
reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in book form make
them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a publication especially
this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read
this e-book variety for your better life along with knowledge.

Heather Delph:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but novel and Fallen Soldiers: Reshaping the Memory of the World



Wars or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book,
you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students especially.
Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science guide, any
other book likes Fallen Soldiers: Reshaping the Memory of the World Wars to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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