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In Wizards and Scientists Stephan Palmié offers a corrective to the existing historiography on the Caribbean.
Focusing on developments in Afro-Cuban religious culture, he demonstrates that traditional Caribbean
cultural practices are part and parcel of the same history that produced modernity and that both represent
complexly interrelated hybrid formations. Palmié argues that the standard narrative trajectory from tradition
to modernity, and from passion to reason, is a violation of the synergistic processes through which
historically specific, moral communities develop the cultural forms that integrate them.
Highlighting the ways that Afro-Cuban discourses serve as a means of moral analysis of social action,
Palmié suggests that the supposedly irrational premises of Afro-Cuban religious traditions not only rival
Western rationality in analytical acumen but are integrally linked to rationality itself. Afro-Cuban religion is
as “modern” as nuclear thermodynamics, he claims, just as the Caribbean might be regarded as one of the
world’s first truly “modern” locales: based on the appropriation and destruction of human bodies for profit,
its plantation export economy anticipated the industrial revolution in the metropolis by more than a century.
Working to prove that modernity is not just an aspect of the West, Palmié focuses on those whose physical
abuse and intellectual denigration were the price paid for modernity’s achievement. All cultures influenced
by the transcontinental Atlantic economy share a legacy of slave commerce. Nevertheless, local forms of
moral imagination have developed distinctive yet interrelated responses to this violent past and the
contradiction-ridden postcolonial present that can be analyzed as forms of historical and social analysis in
their own right.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Dreher:

The book Wizards and Scientists: Explorations in Afro-Cuban Modernity and Tradition can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the
great thing like a book Wizards and Scientists: Explorations in Afro-Cuban Modernity and Tradition?
Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It
is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for
that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Wizards and Scientists:
Explorations in Afro-Cuban Modernity and Tradition has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
large function for you. You can search the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Ronald Johnson:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because book has a lot
of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have read. If
you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The Wizards and
Scientists: Explorations in Afro-Cuban Modernity and Tradition offer you a new experience in studying a
book.

Diane Welton:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Wizards and Scientists: Explorations in Afro-
Cuban Modernity and Tradition can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
books have than the others?

Ronald Canty:

You can obtain this Wizards and Scientists: Explorations in Afro-Cuban Modernity and Tradition by browse
the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in
addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from
your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
update. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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