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Historians and social scientists have long identified bureaucracy as the modern state's foundation and the
reign of France's Louis XIV as a model for its development. A World of Paper offers a fresh interpretation of
bureaucracy through a close examination of the department of the Sun King's last foreign secretary, Jean-
Baptiste Colbert de Torcy.

Torcy, who served as foreign secretary from 1696-1715, is widely regarded as one of the most brilliant
foreign ministers of the ancien regime. Building on the work of his predecessors, he fashioned a skilled team
of collaborators as he managed the complex issues of war and peace during the turbulent final decades of
Louis XIV's reign. John Rule and Ben Trotter examine Torcy's department to depict administrative structures
as they emerged through the circulating stream of paper that connected his office with provincial
administrators and diplomats abroad. They explore the collection and centralization of information during
Torcy's tenure through the creation of a modern state archive, discreet intelligence gathering, and the
surveillance and management of the French mails. They also study the postal carriers, couriers, household
officers of the royal court, genealogists hired for research, and an informal "brain trust" of experts, and
advisors who carried vital information in and out of the department every day.

A remarkable reconstruction of the department of Jean-Baptiste Colbert de Torcy, A World of Paper
demystifies bureaucracy and explores the ways in which the modern information state developed from his
labours.
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From reader reviews:

Galen Dent:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress.
Some of you maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This A World of Paper: Louis
XIV, Colbert de Torcy, and the Rise of the Information State is our recommendation so you keep up with the
world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Carlos Pollard:

This A World of Paper: Louis XIV, Colbert de Torcy, and the Rise of the Information State are reliable for
you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this A World of Paper: Louis
XIV, Colbert de Torcy, and the Rise of the Information State can be one of many great books you must have
is giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock
your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this A World of Paper: Louis XIV, Colbert de Torcy, and
the Rise of the Information State giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving
you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in
reading.

Frederick Rothman:

Often the book A World of Paper: Louis XIV, Colbert de Torcy, and the Rise of the Information State will
bring someone to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to explain the idea is very
unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book A World of
Paper: Louis XIV, Colbert de Torcy, and the Rise of the Information State is much recommended to you you
just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Christina Harper:

Beside this specific A World of Paper: Louis XIV, Colbert de Torcy, and the Rise of the Information State in
your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and
the knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people
live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have A World of Paper: Louis XIV, Colbert de Torcy, and the
Rise of the Information State because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not
happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from right now!
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