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In modern Japan, beriberi (or thiamin deficiency) became a public health problem that cut across all social
boundaries, afflicting even the Meiji Emperor. During an age of empire building for the Japanese nation,
incidence rates in the military ranged from 30 percent in peacetime to 90 percent during war. Doctors and
public health officials called beriberi a "national disease" because it festeredwithin the bodies of the people
and threatened the health of the empire. Nevertheless, they could not agree over what caused the disease,
attributing it to a diet deficiency or a microbe. InBeriberi in Modern Japan, Alexander R. Bay examines the
debates over the etiology of this "national disease" during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
Etiological consensus came after World War I, but the struggle at the national level to direct beriberi
prevention continued, peaking during wartime mobilization. War served as the context within which
scientific knowledge ofberiberi and its prevention was made. The story of beriberi research is not simply
about the march toward the inevitable discovery of "the beriberi vitamin," but rather the history of the role of
medicine in state-making and empire-building in modern Japan. Alexander Bay is assistant professor of
history at Chapman University.
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From reader reviews:

Rolando Gil:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Beriberi in Modern Japan: The Making of a National
Disease (Rochester Studies in Medical History). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book.
So long as we know about how is important any book Beriberi in Modern Japan: The Making of a National
Disease (Rochester Studies in Medical History). You can add information and of course you can around the
world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your country
right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to
know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You
can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Michael Mazzariello:

The book Beriberi in Modern Japan: The Making of a National Disease (Rochester Studies in Medical
History) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain or having big
problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book Beriberi in Modern Japan: The Making
of a National Disease (Rochester Studies in Medical History) to become your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know
everything if you like open and read a e-book Beriberi in Modern Japan: The Making of a National Disease
(Rochester Studies in Medical History). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Mary Williams:

The book Beriberi in Modern Japan: The Making of a National Disease (Rochester Studies in Medical
History) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good
thing like a book Beriberi in Modern Japan: The Making of a National Disease (Rochester Studies in
Medical History)? Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can
give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or
data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Beriberi in
Modern Japan: The Making of a National Disease (Rochester Studies in Medical History) has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by
available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Fred Miller:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you



have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Beriberi in Modern Japan: The Making of a National Disease (Rochester Studies in Medical History) provide
you with new experience in reading a book.
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