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The Chicago Mercantile Battery was organized in 1862 by a group of prominent Chicago merchants. As part
of Maj. Gen. John McClernand’s 13th Corps, the battery participated in the long and arduous Vicksburg
campaign. The artillerists performed well everywhere they were tested, including Chickasaw Bluffs, Port
Gibson, Champion Hill, Big Black River, and the siege against Vicksburg. Ancillary operations included the
reduction of Arkansas Post, the capture of Jackson, and others. During the siege of Vicksburg on May 22,
1863, Captain Pat White and his “Battery Boys” took part in the bloody attack against the 2nd Texas
Lunette, pushing a one-ton field piece up a ravine to fire point blank within the shadows cast by the enemy’s
fortifications. (White and five of his artillerists would eventually receive the Medal of Honor for their valor
that day.)

After Vicksburg fell, the Chicago battery transferred to New Orleans for service under Maj. Gen. Nathaniel
Banks, who was preparing an invasion along the Red River into Texas. At Sabine Crossroads (Mansfield) on
April 8, 1864, the “Battery Boys” were overrun by the enemy and nearly wiped out. In addition to the killed
and wounded, two dozen gunners were shipped off to a Southern prison. Letters from the Battery Boys broke
the wall of silence Banks had erected and alerted the country to the disaster his army had suffered in
Louisiana. Swift retribution against White’s cannoneers followed.

Richard Brady Williams’ Chicago’s Battery Boys: The Chicago Mercantile Battery in the Civil War’s
Western Theater sets forth in stunning detail the magnificent history of this long-overlooked artillery outfit.
Based upon years of primary research and a wealth of archival documents, this study features more than 100
previously unpublished wartime letters, diaries, and other eyewitness reports that enrich our understanding of
who these men were and what they endured for the cause of liberty and the Union. Williams skillfully
weaves these contemporary accounts around a powerful narrative that will satisfy the most discriminating
Civil War reader. This revised paperback edition features three dozen previously unpublished photographs of
artillerists who served as “Battery Boys.”
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From reader reviews:

Velma Stuart:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled Chicago's Battery Boys: The Chicago Mercantile Battery in the
Civil War's Western Theater. Try to the actual book Chicago's Battery Boys: The Chicago Mercantile
Battery in the Civil War's Western Theater as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense
alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case.
The book makes you more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Maurice Miller:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for us. The book Chicago's Battery Boys: The Chicago Mercantile
Battery in the Civil War's Western Theater had been making you to know about other information and of
course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication Chicago's
Battery Boys: The Chicago Mercantile Battery in the Civil War's Western Theater is not only giving you a
lot more new information but also to get your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your current
spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book Chicago's Battery Boys:
The Chicago Mercantile Battery in the Civil War's Western Theater. You never experience lose out for
everything should you read some books.

Lauren Barnett:

The publication untitled Chicago's Battery Boys: The Chicago Mercantile Battery in the Civil War's Western
Theater is the guide that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve content that
will be shown to a person. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily
to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of study when write the book, and so the information that they
share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Chicago's
Battery Boys: The Chicago Mercantile Battery in the Civil War's Western Theater from the publisher to
make you more enjoy free time.

Cynthia Carter:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This reserve Chicago's Battery Boys: The Chicago Mercantile Battery in the Civil War's
Western Theater was filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your
scientific research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you



know how big advantage of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right
now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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