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Rhetorically charged debates over theory have divided scholars of the humanities for decades. In Elegy for
Theory, D. N. Rodowick steps back from well-rehearsed arguments pro and con to assess why theory has
become such a deeply contested concept. Far from lobbying for a return to the "high theory" of the 1970s and
1980s, he callsfor avigorous dialogue on what should constitute a new, ethically inflected philosophy of the
humanities.

Rodowick develops an ambitiously cross-disciplinary critique of theory as an academic discourse, tracing its
historical displacements from ancient concepts of theoria through late modern concepts of the aesthetic and
into the twentieth century. The genealogy of theory, he argues, is constituted by two main lines of descent--
one that goes back to philosophy and the other rooted instead in the history of positivism and the rise of the
empirical sciences. Giving literature, philosophy, and aesthetics their due, Rodowick asserts that the mid-
twentieth-century rise of theory within the academy cannot be understood apart from the emergence of
cinemaand visua studies. To ask the question, "What is cinema?"' is to also open up in new ways the
broader question of what is art.
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From reader reviews:
Shanon Stephens:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Elegy for Theory
suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled Elegy
for Theoryis the one of severa books this everyone read now. That book was inspired lots of peoplein the
world. When you read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their ideain the simple way, and so al of people can easily to be aware of the core of this
publication. This book will give you alot of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world in this book.

L eonard Santiago:

The reserve untitled Elegy for Theory is the guide that recommended to you to read. Y ou can see the quality
of the guide content that will be shown to anyone. The language that author use to explained their way of
doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did alot of analysis when write the book, to ensure
the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could possibly get the e-book of
Elegy for Theory from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Dennis M ock:

In this particular erawhich isthe greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust simple strategy to have that. What
you need to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. On the list of
books in the top collection in your reading list is actually Elegy for Theory. This book which is qualified as
The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking right up and review this
reserve you can get many advantages.

Mary Lamm:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source that filled
update of news. On this modern eralike currently, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media socia including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just looking for the Elegy for Theory when you essentia it?
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