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In 1989, The National Museum of the American Indian Act (NMAIA) was successfully passed after a long
and intense struggle. One year later, the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act
(NAGPRA) followed. These federal repatriation statutes—arguably some of the most important laws in the
history of anthropology, museology, and American Indian rights—enabled Native Americans to reclaim
human remains, funerary objects, sacred objects, and objects of cultural patrimony.

Twenty years later, the controversy instigated by the creation of NMAIA and NAGPRA continues to
simmer. In the Smaller Scope of Conscience is a thoughtful and detailed study of the ins and outs of the four-
year process behind these laws. It is a singular contribution to the history of these issues, with the potential to
help mediate the ongoing debate by encouraging all sides to retrace the steps of the legislators responsible for
the acts.

Few works are as detailed as McKeown’s account, which looks into bills that came prior to NMAIA and
NAGPRA and combs the legislative history for relevant reports and correspondence. Testimonies,
documents, and interviews from the primary players of this legislative process are cited to offer insights into
the drafting and political processes that shaped NMAIA and NAGPRA.

Above all else, this landmark work distinguishes itself from earlier legislative histories with the quality of its
analysis. Invested and yet evenhanded in his narrative, McKeown ensures that this journey through
history—through the strategies and struggles of different actors to effect change through federal
legislation—is not only accurate but eminently intriguing.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Carlson:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or their
very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your free
time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing
that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to consider look for book,
may be the e-book untitled In the Smaller Scope of Conscience: The Struggle for National Repatriation
Legislation, 1986-1990 can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Ira Knudsen:

The reason why? Because this In the Smaller Scope of Conscience: The Struggle for National Repatriation
Legislation, 1986-1990 is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but
latter it will distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who
write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still
convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going
to regret it. This book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I
will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Mitchell Boone:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
and soon. The In the Smaller Scope of Conscience: The Struggle for National Repatriation Legislation,
1986-1990 provide you with new experience in studying a book.

Ellis Arnold:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books
in the top checklist in your reading list is In the Smaller Scope of Conscience: The Struggle for National
Repatriation Legislation, 1986-1990. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you
closer in getting precious person. By looking upward and review this book you can get many advantages.
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