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Through biographies of China's most colorful and famous personalities, John Wills displays the five-
thousand-year sweep of Chinese history from the legendary sage emperors to the tragedy of Tiananmen
Square. This unique introduction to Chinese history and culture uses more than twenty exemplary lives--
biographies of China's most colorful and famous personalities--including those of statesmen, philosophers,
poets, and rulers, to provide the focus for accounts of key historical trends and periods. What emerges is a
provocative rendering of China's moral landscape, featuring characters who have resonated in the historical
imagination as examples of villainy, heroism, wisdom, spiritual vision, political guile, and complex
combinations of all of these.

Investigating both the legends and the facts surrounding these figures, Wills reveals the intense interest of the
Chinese in the brilliance and in the frail complexities of their heroes. Included, for instance, is a description
of the frustrations and anxieties of Confucius, who emerges as a vulnerable human being trying to restore the
world to the virtue and order of the sage kings. Wills recounts and questions the wonderfully shocking
stories about the seventh-century Empress Wu, an astute ruler and shaper of an increasingly centralized
monarchy, who has since assumed a prominent position in the Chinese tradition's rich gallery of bad
examples--because she was a woman meddling in politics. The portrayal of Mao Zedong, which touches
upon this leader's earthy personality and his reckless political visions, demonstrates the tendency of the
Chinese not to divorce ideology from its human context: Maoism for them is a form of "objective" Marxism,
inseparable from one man's life and leadership.

Each of the twenty chapters provides a many-sided exploration of a "slice" of Chinese history, engaging the
general reader in a deep and personal encounter with China over the centuries and today. The biographies
repeatedly mirror the moral earnestness of the Chinese, the great value they place on the ruler-minister
relationship, and their struggles with tensions among practicality, moral idealism, and personal authenticity.
Culminating in a reflection on China's historical direction in the aftermath of Tiananmen Square, the
biographies show the modern Chinese still inspired and frustrated by a complex heritage of moral fervor and
political habits and preconceptions. As absorbing as it is wide ranging, this history is written for the general
public curious about China and for the student beginning to study its rich cultural heritage.

This new edition highlights important figures that have emerged in China since the book's initial publication
and provides updated suggestions for further reading.
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From reader reviews:

Ian Ashlock:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Mountain of Fame: Portraits in Chinese History.

Samantha Bond:

The feeling that you get from Mountain of Fame: Portraits in Chinese History may be the more deep you
rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that
this book is hard to know but Mountain of Fame: Portraits in Chinese History giving you enjoyment feeling
of reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by means of
anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes
your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this particular Mountain of Fame:
Portraits in Chinese History instantly.

Gary Williams:

The book untitled Mountain of Fame: Portraits in Chinese History is the book that recommended to you to
learn. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that
publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate.
You also can get the e-book of Mountain of Fame: Portraits in Chinese History from the publisher to make
you more enjoy free time.

Roosevelt Alday:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Mountain of Fame: Portraits in
Chinese History that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world better then how they
react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but
for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good
habit, you are able to pick Mountain of Fame: Portraits in Chinese History become your personal starter.
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