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In many ways, twentieth-century America was the land of superheroes and science fiction. From Superman
and Batman to the Fantastic Four and the X-Men, these pop-culture juggernauts, with their "powers and
abilities far beyond those of mortal men," thrilled readers and audiences—and simultaneously embodied a
host of our dreams and fears about modern life and the onrushing future.

But that's just scratching the surface, says Jeffrey Kripal. In Mutants and Mystics, Kripal offers a brilliantly
insightful account of how comic book heroes have helped their creators and fans alike explore and express a
wealth of paranormal experiences ignored by mainstream science. Delving deeply into the work of major
figures in the field—from Jack Kirby’s cosmic superhero sagas and Philip K. Dick’s futuristic head-trips to
Alan Moore’s sex magic and Whitley Strieber’s communion with visitors—Kripal shows how creators
turned to science fiction to convey the reality of the inexplicable and the paranormal they experienced in
their lives. Expanded consciousness found its language in the metaphors of sci-fi—incredible powers,
unprecedented mutations, time-loops and vast intergalactic intelligences—and the deeper influences of
mythology and religion that these in turn drew from; the wildly creative work that followed caught the
imaginations of millions. Moving deftly from Cold War science and Fredric Wertham's anticomics crusade
to gnostic revelation and alien abduction, Kripal spins out a hidden history of American culture, rich with
mythical themes and shot through with an awareness that there are other realities far beyond our everyday
understanding.

A bravura performance, beautifully illustrated in full color throughout and brimming over with incredible
personal stories, Mutants and Mystics is that rarest of things: a book that is guaranteed to broaden—and
maybe even blow—your mind.
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From reader reviews:

Jocelyn Welch:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Mutants and
Mystics: Science Fiction, Superhero Comics, and the Paranormal? Maybe it is to get best activity for you.
You recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you
agree with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Brent Jones:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider any
time those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Mutants and Mystics: Science Fiction, Superhero
Comics, and the Paranormal as the daily resource information.

Anita Winn:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
every day to reading a e-book. The book Mutants and Mystics: Science Fiction, Superhero Comics, and the
Paranormal it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book.
These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can
buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too
costly but this book possesses high quality.

Rosemary Perez:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Mutants and Mystics: Science Fiction,
Superhero Comics, and the Paranormal reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make
book that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
skepticism Mutants and Mystics: Science Fiction, Superhero Comics, and the Paranormal as good book but
not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its
deal with, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining



sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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