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Cattle being driven through a lush, green valley, a cowboy sitting on his horse with his back to the audience
looking out into the open range of America’s Midwest, only limited by the horizon, dark clouds gathering on
the far left side of the picture; these are the first images the viewer gets from Kevin Costner’s 2003 Western
movie, Open Range . And, in fact, this is all the audience needs, to know what this movie is going to be
about. Open Range is made in the tradition of a classic Western. The cinematography of the opening
sequence already establishes that. During these long shots the camera literally dwells in the scenery, showing
America’s open range, at its best – one could add. The symbolic meaning is conveyed immediately, since the
audience recognizes the movie’s frontier setting.
Since the Western genre has undergone a freefall since the late 1970s not only in public interest, which is
shown in box office rates, but also in its critical reception, it is interesting, that director Costner refers back
to the Western’s grand age in Open Range, even more so if one considers the public, as well as, the critical
success of the two most prominent Westerns of the 1990s. Both Clint Eastwood’s Unforgiven and Dances
With Wolves also by and with Kevin Costner offered a new interpretation of the classic Western, to be
honored with an Oscar for best picture in the process. So why does Costner then in Open Range take on the
classic model of the Western again?
The purpose of this paper is to try to give an answer to this question. To do so it is first necessary to
investigate in how far Open Range can be considered a classic Western movie and how deviations can be
interpreted. Having done so, we will have to read our findings against the political and cultural context of the
time of production of Open Range, since movies are cultural products and especially in the case of the
Western trigger certain expectations, which in our case address the central idea of American self-
understanding, the frontier myth. The story told in the Western hence becomes a “cultural story” .
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Shadwick:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Open Range - Negotiating a
Traditional Western in the 21st Century. All type of book can you see on many methods. You can look for
the internet resources or other social media.

Kathryn Kern:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get
based on what kind of publication you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but
if you want experience happy read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Open
Range - Negotiating a Traditional Western in the 21st Century is kind of guide which is giving the reader
unstable experience.

Whitney Ortez:

This Open Range - Negotiating a Traditional Western in the 21st Century are generally reliable for you who
want to be described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this Open Range - Negotiating a
Traditional Western in the 21st Century can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely giving
you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that perhaps will shock your
earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Open Range - Negotiating a Traditional Western
in the 21st Century forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of
critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Jacki Warner:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Open Range - Negotiating a
Traditional Western in the 21st Century guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make
book which might be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
uncertainty Open Range - Negotiating a Traditional Western in the 21st Century as good book not only by
the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you
still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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