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Thomas Gray was born on 26 December 1716 in Cornhill in London. His father was a scrivener and his
mother a milliner. He was the fifth of twelve children and the only one to survive. With his father becoming
mentally unwell and abusing his wife she left with Thomas in tow for a safer life. Thomas was sent to Eton,
where two of his uncles worked, and although he was a delicate and scholarly child with an aversion to
sports he found it suited him. Whilst there he made three close friends; Horace Walpole, son of the Prime
Minister Robert Walpole; Thomas Ashton, and Richard West. The four prided themselves on their style,
humour, and appreciation of beauty. They were called the "quadruple alliance." In 1734 Gray went up to
Peterhouse, Cambridge. Although his family wished him to study law he spent most of his time reading
classical and modern literature, and playing Vivaldi and Scarlatti on the harpsichord for relaxation. In 1738
he accompanied his old school-friend Walpole on his Grand Tour of Europe. It was Walpole who later
helped publish Gray's poetry. Gray began to seriously write poems in 1742, mainly after his close friend
Richard West died. He moved to Cambridge and began a programme of literary study. Gray was a brilliant
bookworm, a quiet, abstracted, dreaming scholar. He became a Fellow first of Peterhouse, and later of
Pembroke College where he had moved after the students at Peterhouse played a prank on him. It is thought
that Gray began writing his masterpiece, the Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard, in the graveyard of St
Giles parish church in Stoke Poges, Buckinghamshire, in 1742. After several years of leaving it unfinished,
he completed it in 1750. When Gray sent it to Walpole, Walpole sent off the poem as a manuscript and it
appeared in many magazines. Gray then published the poem himself and received the credit he was due. The
poem was a literary sensation. Its reflective, calm and stoic tone was greatly admired, and despite the piracy
it was imitated, quoted and translated into Latin and Greek. Gray spent most of his life as a scholar in
Cambridge, and only travelled again later in life. Although he wrote little he is regarded by some as the
foremost English-language poet of the mid-18th century. In 1757, he was offered the post of Poet Laureate,
which he refused. Gray was extremely self-critical and feared failure. He once wrote that he feared his
collected works would be "mistaken for the works of a flea". Gray came to be known as one of the
"Graveyard poets" of the late 18th century, along with Oliver Goldsmith, William Cowper, and Christopher
Smart. Gray perhaps knew these men, sharing ideas about death, mortality, and the finality of death. In 1768,
after the death of Lawrence Brockett the Regius chair of Modern History at Cambridge, a sinecure which
carried a salary of £400, fell vacant and Gray secured the position. Thomas Gray died on 30 July 1771 in
Cambridge, and was buried beside his mother in the churchyard of Stoke Poges, the setting for his famous
Elegy.
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From reader reviews:

David McKenney:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible
The Poetry of Thomas Gray: "Poetry is thoughts that breathe, and words that burn."? Maybe it is to become
best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can
wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Catherine Estey:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book The Poetry of Thomas Gray: "Poetry
is thoughts that breathe, and words that burn." will make you to become smarter. You can feel considerably
more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading a
book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search
of best book or suited book with you?

Jason Cook:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question since just their
can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from
on kindergarten until university need that The Poetry of Thomas Gray: "Poetry is thoughts that breathe, and
words that burn." to read.

Donald Freeman:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the books in the top list
in your reading list is The Poetry of Thomas Gray: "Poetry is thoughts that breathe, and words that burn.".
This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By
looking upward and review this book you can get many advantages.
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