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Art of Darkness is an ambitious attempt to describe the principles governing Gothic literature. Ranging
across five centuries of fiction, drama, and verse—including tales as diverse as Horace Walpole's The Castle
of Otranto, Shelley's Frankenstein, Coleridge's The Rime of the Ancient Mariner, and Freud's The Mysteries
of Enlightenment—Anne Williams proposes three new premises: that Gothic is "poetic," not novelistic, in
nature; that there are two parallel Gothic traditions, Male and Female; and that the Gothic and the Romantic
represent a single literary tradition.

Building on the psychoanalytic and feminist theory of Julia Kristeva, Williams argues that Gothic
conventions such as the haunted castle and the family curse signify the fall of the patriarchal family; Gothic
is therefore "poetic" in Kristeva's sense because it reveals those "others" most often identified with the
female. Williams identifies distinct Male and Female Gothic traditions: In the Male plot, the protagonist
faces a cruel, violent, and supernatural world, without hope of salvation. The Female plot, by contrast,
asserts the power of the mind to comprehend a world which, though mysterious, is ultimately sensible. By
showing how Coleridge and Keats used both Male and Female Gothic, Williams challenges accepted notions
about gender and authorship among the Romantics. Lucidly and gracefully written, Art of Darkness alters
our understanding of the Gothic tradition, of Romanticism, and of the relations between gender and genre in
literary history.
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From reader reviews:

Inge Reader:

This Art of Darkness: A Poetics of Gothic book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world
is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this e-book
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get.
This particular Art of Darkness: A Poetics of Gothic without we know teach the one who reading through it
become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Art of Darkness: A Poetics of
Gothic can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Art of Darkness: A Poetics of Gothic
having good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Gertrude Call:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
when those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen within you if you take Art of Darkness: A Poetics of Gothic as your daily resource information.

Gloria Eller:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Art of Darkness: A Poetics of
Gothic that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine
all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal better then how they
react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but
for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as
your good habit, you are able to pick Art of Darkness: A Poetics of Gothic become your personal starter.

Olga Snider:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Art of Darkness: A Poetics of Gothic can
be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra
time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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