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Seminar paper from the year 2007 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade:
2,0, Carl von Ossietzky University of Oldenburg (Seminar für Anglistik und Amerikanistik), course:
Outsiders in Victorian fiction, 11 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: Emily Bronte’s
novel Wuthering Heights is a controversial piece of literature. Its discussion over the decades has been as
diverse as is the range of its characters.
When it was first published in 1847, in the beginning of the Victorian era, its reception was of a considerable
diversity, ranging from absolute rejection to baffled appreciation due to its originality.
Differences in reception become even more extreme and obvious when contemporary reviews are being
compared with the way the novel is being received nowadays:
Rejection has transformed into a matter of wide appeal that does not only attract film makers, painters,
musicians and other authors, but has also found its way into many a teacher’s English lesson.
Wuthering Heights has made its way from the ignorance of public appreciation to the status of being a
classic and masterpiece of English literature.

On the following pages I will focus on reviews of the novel, predominantly on contemporary criticism
intermixed with recent comments, and address the question as to why such a spectrum of opinions can exist
and be expressed about one and the same novel.
In my opinion, the importance of this question stems from the impression that the reading of Wuthering
Heights leaves on its recipients “[…] a strange sort of book, […] it is impossible to begin and not finish it;
and quite as impossible to lay it aside afterwards and say nothing about it.” As a reader and especially as a
student of English, I feel a rather large obligation to look deeper into the differences and controversies that
the novel in question has caused during the last hundred and fifty years and thus to also get a better sense of
awareness how the field of literature is subject to cultural and historical changes as a whole. Wuthering
Heights appears to be an especially apt piece of literature to exemplify these dynamics being at work as will
be subsequently shown.
However, I will also arrive at the conclusion that a certain tendency in opinions concerning the novel
overwhelms.
I will attempt to examine various aspects such as language, gender of the author and the estimation of ‘his’
abilities, etc. in order to gain some insights.
The retracing of opinions will be supported by a second part of this research paper dealing with the time in
which Emily Bronte created her first and only novel.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Lowe:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
if those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Emily Bronte's "Wuthering Heights" - Diversity in
(contemporary) reviews as your daily resource information.

Lawrence Richardson:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent
the entire day to reading a book. The book Emily Bronte's "Wuthering Heights" - Diversity in
(contemporary) reviews it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this
book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this
book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone. The
price is not very costly but this book features high quality.

Stewart Ramirez:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Emily Bronte's "Wuthering Heights" - Diversity
in (contemporary) reviews can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently
out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these books have than the others?

Gladys Jackson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra Emily Bronte's
"Wuthering Heights" - Diversity in (contemporary) reviews.
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