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The devotional poems of Annamayya (15th century) are perhaps the most accessible and universal
achievement of classical Telugu literature, one of the major literatures of pre-modern India. Annamayya
effectively created and popularized a new genre, the short padam song, which spread throughout the Telugu
and Tamil regions and would become an important vehicle for the composition of Carnatic music - the
classical music of South India. In this book, Velcheru Narayana Rao and David Shulman offer translations of
nearly 100 of Annamayya's poems. All of them are addressed to the god associated with the famous temple
city of Tirupati -- Annamayya's home. This deity is sometimes referred to as "god on the hill" or "lord of the
seven hills." The poems are couched in a simple and approachable language invented by Annamayya for this
purpose and fall into two major categories, the erotic and the metaphysical. The erotic poems, usually in the
female voice, sing of the complexities of the god's love life. The metaphysical poems are sung in the poet's
own voice and explore the relationship between the poet and his god. Though a small sample of
Annamayya's surviving corpus, the selection in this volume suggests the scope of both genres. Rao and
Shulman's elegant and lyrical modern translations of these beautiful and moving verses are wonderfully
readable as poetry in their own right. The Afterword enriches the reader's understanding, providing historical
context and returning us to the poems themselves with a deeper appreciation.
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From reader reviews:

Traci Farris:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love God on the Hill: Temple Poems from Tirupati,
you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it?
Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Veronica Mei:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting God on the Hill: Temple
Poems from Tirupati that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then how
they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as
your good habit, you could pick God on the Hill: Temple Poems from Tirupati become your personal starter.

Sherman Etheridge:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find publication that
need more time to be study. God on the Hill: Temple Poems from Tirupati can be your answer since it can be
read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Rachel Morris:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal
or real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on
this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this God on the Hill: Temple Poems from Tirupati can make you experience more
interested to read.
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