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The romance novel has the strange distinction of being the most popular but least respected of literary
genres. While it remains consistently dominant in bookstores and on best-seller lists, it is also widely
dismissed by the critical community. Scholars have alleged that romance novels help create subservient
readers, who are largely women, by confining heroines to stories that ignore issues other than love and
marriage.

Pamela Regis argues that such critical studies fail to take into consideration the personal choice of readers,
offer any true definition of the romance novel, or discuss the nature and scope of the genre. Presenting the
counterclaim that the romance novel does not enslave women but, on the contrary, is about celebrating
freedom and joy, Regis offers a definition that provides critics with an expanded vocabulary for discussing a
genre that is both classic and contemporary, sexy and entertaining.

Taking the stance that the popular romance novel is a work of literature with a brilliant pedigree, Regis
asserts that it is also a very old, stable form. She traces the literary history of the romance novel from
canonical works such as Richardson's Pamela through Austen's Pride and Prejudice, Brontë's Jane Eyre, and
E. M. Hull's The Sheik, and then turns to more contemporary works such as the novels of Georgette Heyer,
Mary Stewart, Janet Dailey, Jayne Ann Krentz, and Nora Roberts.
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From reader reviews:

Gina Reiter:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book A Natural History of the Romance Novel. You can
choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is important the book A
Natural History of the Romance Novel. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world
by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign
or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era,
you can open a book or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you
feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

David Peacock:

The book A Natural History of the Romance Novel can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a book A
Natural History of the Romance Novel? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim
which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your
book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these.
Book A Natural History of the Romance Novel has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big
function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Tim Gonzalez:

Here thing why this kind of A Natural History of the Romance Novel are different and reputable to be yours.
First of all reading through a book is good but it depends in the content of computer which is the content is
as tasty as food or not. A Natural History of the Romance Novel giving you information deeper as different
ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no reserve that similar with A Natural History of the
Romance Novel. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing this
happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like
in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the
printed book maybe the form of A Natural History of the Romance Novel in e-book can be your choice.

Betty Patton:

Often the book A Natural History of the Romance Novel has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this
book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some
research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing
this book.
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