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Herman Melville's Pierre; or. The Ambiguities has a storied place in the history of American publishing.
Melville began writing this follow-up to Moby-Dick in October 1851, thinking that it might prove even more
significant than its predecessor. The 1852 publication of Pierre was catastrophic, however. Melville lost his
English publisher, and American reviewers derided the book and called the author mad. InReading Melville's
"Pierre; or, The Ambiguities," noted Melville authorities Brian Higgins and Hershel Parker probe the
daunting story behind a deeply flawed but revealing work, one that directly reflects the major crisis of
Melville's authorial life.

Weighed down by huge debts, Melville took the manuscript of Pierre to his New York publisher, Harper and
Brothers, desperately needing the new work to be a financial success. The Harpers balked at publishing such
a dangerous psychological novel (incest was a theme) and offered him less than half the royalties they had
paid for his previous books. The anguished Melville accepted the contract but subsequently added new
passages to his manuscript—passages that disparage the publishing industry and reflect his agony at the
looming loss of his career.

Higgins and Parker examine what can plausibly be reconstructed of Melville's original version of Pierreand
explore the consequences of his belated decision to expand his work, showing in detail how his hastily
written and awkwardly inserted additions marred much of what he had brilliantly achieved in the shorter
version. They demonstrate that to understand Pierre, and Melville himself at this crisis, one must first
understand the compositional history that resulted in the book as published.

Setting Pierre in the context of Melville's literary life, Higgins and Parker's study is an illuminating
demonstration of biographical and textual scholarship by two of the field's finest practitioners.
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From reader reviews:

Lou Bryant:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Reading Melville's Pierre; or, The Ambiguities
is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Agatha Roughton:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider while those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Reading Melville's Pierre; or, The Ambiguities as your
daily resource information.

Eleanor Hotchkiss:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Reading Melville's Pierre; or, The Ambiguities
why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone.
The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Fern Gooding:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Reading Melville's Pierre;
or, The Ambiguities.



Download and Read Online Reading Melville's Pierre; or, The
Ambiguities Brian Higgins, Hershel Parker #JPEWG493IBQ



Read Reading Melville's Pierre; or, The Ambiguities by Brian
Higgins, Hershel Parker for online ebook

Reading Melville's Pierre; or, The Ambiguities by Brian Higgins, Hershel Parker Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio
books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book
reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to
read, top books to read Reading Melville's Pierre; or, The Ambiguities by Brian Higgins, Hershel Parker
books to read online.

Online Reading Melville's Pierre; or, The Ambiguities by Brian Higgins, Hershel
Parker ebook PDF download

Reading Melville's Pierre; or, The Ambiguities by Brian Higgins, Hershel Parker Doc

Reading Melville's Pierre; or, The Ambiguities by Brian Higgins, Hershel Parker Mobipocket

Reading Melville's Pierre; or, The Ambiguities by Brian Higgins, Hershel Parker EPub


