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Robin Douglass presents the first comprehensive study of Jean-Jacques Rousseau's engagement with Thomas
Hobbes. He reconstructs the intellectual context of this engagement to reveal the deeply polemical character
of Rousseau's critique of Hobbes and to show how Rousseau sought to expose that much modern natural law
and doux commerce theory was, despite its protestations to the contrary, indebted to a Hobbesian account of
human nature and the origins of
society. Throughout the book Douglass explores the reasons why Rousseau both followed and departed from
Hobbes in different places, while resisting the temptation to present him as either a straightforwardly
Hobbesian or anti-Hobbesian thinker. On the one hand, Douglass reveals the extent to which Rousseau was
occupied with problems of a fundamentally Hobbesian nature and the importance, to both thinkers, of
appealing to the citizens' passions in order to secure political unity. On the other hand, Douglass argues that
certain ideas at the heart of Rousseau's philosophy—free will and the natural goodness of man—were set out
to distance him from positions associated with Hobbes. Douglass advances an original interpretation of
Rousseau's political philosophy, emerging from this encounter with
Hobbesian ideas, which focuses on the interrelated themes of nature, free will, and the passions. Douglass
distances his interpretation from those who have read Rousseau as a proto-Kantian and instead argues that
his vision of a well-ordered republic was based on cultivating man's naturally good passions to
render the life of the virtuous citizen in accordance with nature.
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From reader reviews:

Yolanda Osuna:

This Rousseau and Hobbes: Nature, Free Will, and the Passions book is simply not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information inside
this guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information
you will get. This particular Rousseau and Hobbes: Nature, Free Will, and the Passions without we realize
teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry
Rousseau and Hobbes: Nature, Free Will, and the Passions can bring whenever you are and not make your
bag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This
Rousseau and Hobbes: Nature, Free Will, and the Passions having excellent arrangement in word along with
layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Karen Strickland:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Rousseau and Hobbes: Nature, Free Will,
and the Passions as the daily resource information.

Abel Graham:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you read a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with soon.
The Rousseau and Hobbes: Nature, Free Will, and the Passions will give you a new experience in examining
a book.

Jean Ashburn:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
or make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
internal or real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to



reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Rousseau and Hobbes: Nature, Free Will, and the Passions can make
you feel more interested to read.
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