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The Crusades were penitential war-pilgrimages fought in the Levant and the eastern Mediterranean, as well
as in North Africa, Spain, Portugal, Poland, the Baltic region, Hungary, the Balkans, and Western Europe.
Beginning in the eleventh century and ending as late as the eighteenth, these holy wars were waged against
Muslims and other enemies of the Church, enlisting generations of laymen and laywomen to fight for the
sake of Christendom.

Crusading features prominently in today's religio-political hostilities, yet the perceptions of these wars held
by Arab nationalists, pan-Islamists, and many in the West have been deeply distorted by the language and
imagery of nineteenth-century European imperialism. With this book, Jonathan Riley-Smith returns to the
actual story of the Crusades, explaining why and where they were fought and how deeply their narratives and
symbolism became embedded in popular Catholic thought and devotional life.

From this history, Riley-Smith traces the legacy of the Crusades into modern times, specifically within the
attitudes of European imperialists and colonialists and within the beliefs of twentieth-century Muslims.
Europeans fashioned an interpretation of the Crusades from the writings of Walter Scott and a French
contemporary, Joseph-François Michaud. Scott portrayed Islamic societies as forward-thinking, while
casting Christian crusaders as culturally backward and often morally corrupt. Michaud, in contrast, glorified
crusading, and his followers used its imagery to illuminate imperial adventures.

These depictions have had a profound influence on contemporary Western opinion, as well as on Muslim
attitudes toward their past and present. Whether regarded as a valid expression of Christianity's divine
enterprise or condemned as a weapon of empire, crusading has been a powerful rhetorical tool for centuries.
In order to understand the preoccupations of Islamist jihadis and the character of Western discourse on the
Middle East, Riley-Smith argues, we must understand how images of crusading were formed in the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Alleman:

Here thing why this The Crusades, Christianity, and Islam (Bampton Lectures in America) are different and
reliable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content from it which is
the content is as delicious as food or not. The Crusades, Christianity, and Islam (Bampton Lectures in
America) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is
no guide that similar with The Crusades, Christianity, and Islam (Bampton Lectures in America). It gives
you thrill examining journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is
maybe can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way
home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The Crusades,
Christianity, and Islam (Bampton Lectures in America) in e-book can be your alternate.

Nicholas Sheen:

This The Crusades, Christianity, and Islam (Bampton Lectures in America) are reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Crusades, Christianity, and Islam
(Bampton Lectures in America) can be on the list of great books you must have is usually giving you more
than just simple looking at food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Crusades, Christianity, and Islam (Bampton Lectures in
America) giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

David Mathews:

The publication with title The Crusades, Christianity, and Islam (Bampton Lectures in America) contains a
lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new
know-how the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era
of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you
want.

Danica Johnson:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family
or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Crusades,
Christianity, and Islam (Bampton Lectures in America) which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's observe.
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