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NOTE: This is a single chapter excerpted from the book The Laboratory Rabbit, Guinea Pig, Hamster, and
Other Rodents, made available for individual purchase. Additional chapters, as well as the entire book, may
be purchased separately.

This chapter discusses the origin and the history of the domestic rabbit. All varieties of domestic rabbits used
in modern biomedical research were developed from the European rabbit, Oryctolagus cuniculus. The
European rabbit possesses a mixture of features that make it an appealing model for in vivo research: an
intermediate body size, tractable disposition, ability to breed readily in captivity, and a short generation time.
Given its obvious utility as a research subject, the European rabbit is richly represented in the scientific
literature from the Age of Enlightenment onward. When breed standards improved and production facilities
moved from the backyard to commercial rabbitries, rabbits were increasingly accepted as research models.
The obvious physical and behavioral differences between European rabbits and other leporids ultimately led
to the recognition of Oryctolagus as a separate genus, with O. cuniculus as the only member species. The
role of the European rabbit as a game species, agricultural commodity, research model, invasive pest,
endangered species, and companion animal has increased.
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From reader reviews:

Douglas Ayer:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Chapter 006, The Domestic Rabbit, Oryctolagus Cuniculus: Origins and
History (American College of Laboratory Animal Medicine).

Margaret Honig:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the reserve untitled Chapter 006, The Domestic Rabbit, Oryctolagus Cuniculus:
Origins and History (American College of Laboratory Animal Medicine) can be good book to read. May be
it might be best activity to you.

Robert Caldwell:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Chapter 006, The Domestic Rabbit,
Oryctolagus Cuniculus: Origins and History (American College of Laboratory Animal Medicine), you may
enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur
its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Kyra Franson:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
read a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics,
in addition to soon. The Chapter 006, The Domestic Rabbit, Oryctolagus Cuniculus: Origins and History
(American College of Laboratory Animal Medicine) offer you a new experience in reading through a book.
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