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Unlike many national constitutions, which contain explicit positive rights to such things as education, a
living wage, and a healthful environment, the U.S. Bill of Rights appears to contain only a long list of
prohibitions on government. American constitutional rights, we are often told, protect people only from an
overbearing government, but give no explicit guarantees of governmental help. Looking for Rights in All the
Wrong Places argues that we have fundamentally misunderstood the American rights tradition. The United
States actually has a long history of enshrining positive rights in its constitutional law, but these rights have
been overlooked simply because they are not in the federal Constitution.

Emily Zackin shows how they instead have been included in America's state constitutions, in large part
because state governments, not the federal government, have long been primarily responsible for crafting
American social policy. Although state constitutions, seemingly mired in trivial detail, can look like pale
imitations of their federal counterpart, they have been sites of serious debate, reflect national concerns, and
enshrine choices about fundamental values. Zackin looks in depth at the history of education, labor, and
environmental reform, explaining why America's activists targeted state constitutions in their struggles for
government protection from the hazards of life under capitalism.

Shedding much-needed light on the variety of reasons that activists pursued the creation of new state-level
rights, Looking for Rights in All the Wrong Places challenges us to rethink our most basic assumptions about
the American constitutional tradition.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Baumgardner:

Here thing why this particular Looking for Rights in All the Wrong Places: Why State Constitutions Contain
America's Positive Rights (Princeton Studies in American Politics: Historical, International, and
Comparative Perspectives) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good
nevertheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Looking for Rights
in All the Wrong Places: Why State Constitutions Contain America's Positive Rights (Princeton Studies in
American Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives) giving you information deeper
and different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Looking for
Rights in All the Wrong Places: Why State Constitutions Contain America's Positive Rights (Princeton
Studies in American Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives). It gives you thrill
studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in
your way home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of
Looking for Rights in All the Wrong Places: Why State Constitutions Contain America's Positive Rights
(Princeton Studies in American Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives) in e-book
can be your alternate.

Shannon Grant:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Looking for Rights in All the Wrong Places:
Why State Constitutions Contain America's Positive Rights (Princeton Studies in American Politics:
Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives) as the daily resource information.

Cindy Moats:

The particular book Looking for Rights in All the Wrong Places: Why State Constitutions Contain America's
Positive Rights (Princeton Studies in American Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative
Perspectives) has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was
published by the very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific
book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.



Carolyn Rodriguez:

This Looking for Rights in All the Wrong Places: Why State Constitutions Contain America's Positive
Rights (Princeton Studies in American Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives) is
fresh way for you who has interest to look for some information because it relief your hunger associated
with. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little digest in
reading this Looking for Rights in All the Wrong Places: Why State Constitutions Contain America's
Positive Rights (Princeton Studies in American Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative
Perspectives) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get
simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-
book application form. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is
the answer. So there is no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book sort for your better life as well as
knowledge.
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