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Despite perennial interest in Pliny the Elder’s Natural History, the world’s first encyclopedia, as a record of
the prodigious, the quotidian, and the useful in Rome in the first century AD, for centuries Pliny has been
derided as little more than an inept compiler of facts and marvels intellectually incapable of formulating a
cogent argument supported through the selective marshaling of his materials.

In Pliny’s Defense of Empire, Laehn offers a radical reinterpretation of the architecture of Pliny’s
encyclopedia, exposing fundamental errors in the inherited understanding of the text traceable to its initial
reception in ancient Rome. Recognition of the text’s true structure reveals that Pliny’s encyclopedia is in fact
a first-rate work of political philosophy constituting an apology for Roman imperial expansionism grounded
in a sophisticated account of human nature. Correcting the accreted errors and prejudices of nearly 2,000
years of faulty Plinian scholarship, Laehn critically examines one of the most persuasive apologies for the
Roman Empire ever written and succeeds in rehabilitating the Elder Pliny as one of the world’s greatest
political thinkers.

An excellent resource and a must read for scholars in political theory, philosophy, and classical studies.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Wright:

The book Pliny's Defense of Empire (Routledge Innovations in Political Theory) make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book
Pliny's Defense of Empire (Routledge Innovations in Political Theory) to become your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects.
You may know everything if you like wide open and read a guide Pliny's Defense of Empire (Routledge
Innovations in Political Theory). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or
other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Roberta Swinton:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Pliny's Defense of Empire (Routledge Innovations in Political Theory) book is
readable by simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to
you. The writer associated with Pliny's Defense of Empire (Routledge Innovations in Political Theory)
content conveys objective easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different
in the content material but it just different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Pliny's Defense of
Empire (Routledge Innovations in Political Theory) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Nathan Hutchison:

The reserve with title Pliny's Defense of Empire (Routledge Innovations in Political Theory) has lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist
new information the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within new
era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you
want.

Gordon Woods:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there when the spare
time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading
guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have read will be Pliny's
Defense of Empire (Routledge Innovations in Political Theory).
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