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Uses satirical parodies of screenplays and political blogs to reveal the cracks in our post-9/11 American
psyche.

In This Is a Picture and Not the World, Joseph Natoli employs the lingua franca of film itself—screenplay
dialogue—as well as the more recent form of the political blog to present a hyperreal account of popular film
as both a creator and a reflector of our post-9/11 mass psyche. Drawing on both classic and contemporary
film examples, the book also offers a quasihistory of film genres, including science fiction, the western, film
noir, and screwball comedy, emphasizing how these genres have been shaken up, recontextualized,
recombined, turned self-reflexive, and parodied over the past couple of decades. Taken together, these
satirical parodies of screenplays and blogs reveal and perform how our very gaze has shifted from modern to
postmodern, from a direct view of the world to a filtered one.

“This is an extremely original and engaging book on the connections between cinema and media culture
post-9/11. Employing a postmodern technique of fragmentation, Natoli cuts from a serious authorial voice to
different political-cinema blogging and commentary voices, laced with satires of media-babbling by media
producers, celebrities, pundits, and other species of current discourse.” — Douglas Kellner, coeditor of
Media and Cultural Studies: KeyWorks, Revised Edition

“This Is a Picture and Not the World takes the pulse of contemporary American society as filtered,
represented, and expressed through Hollywood movies. Part of what makes the book a delight to read is the
way it covers a great deal of ground so (seemingly) effortlessly, juggling multiple themes, points of view,
and areas of interest with aplomb. One of the book’s main virtues is that it manages to be accessible to the
general reader, in a way that most academic books in the fields of cultural studies and film studies are not,
but without sacrificing complexity or depth.” — Steven Shaviro, author of Connected, or What It Means to
Live in the Network Society

Joseph Natoli teaches at the Center for Integrative Studies in the Arts and Humanities and in the Department
of Writing, Rhetoric, and American Cultures at Michigan State University. He is the author or editor of many
books, including Memory’s Orbit: Film and Culture 1999–2000 and (with Linda Hutcheon) A Postmodern
Reader, both also published by SUNY Press.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Whitney:

Here thing why this particular This Is a Picture and Not the World: Movies and a Post-9/11 America (SUNY
series in Postmodern Culture) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading a book is good
but it really depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delightful as food or not. This Is a
Picture and Not the World: Movies and a Post-9/11 America (SUNY series in Postmodern Culture) giving
you information deeper since different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no publication
that similar with This Is a Picture and Not the World: Movies and a Post-9/11 America (SUNY series in
Postmodern Culture). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that
will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having difficulties in
bringing the paper book maybe the form of This Is a Picture and Not the World: Movies and a Post-9/11
America (SUNY series in Postmodern Culture) in e-book can be your alternative.

Colleen Greenwood:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this This Is a Picture and Not the World:
Movies and a Post-9/11 America (SUNY series in Postmodern Culture) book because book offers you rich
info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it
you may already know.

Shawn Martinez:

This Is a Picture and Not the World: Movies and a Post-9/11 America (SUNY series in Postmodern Culture)
can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this
book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to place every word
into delight arrangement in writing This Is a Picture and Not the World: Movies and a Post-9/11 America
(SUNY series in Postmodern Culture) but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest along
with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn
you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Paul Jackson:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This particular This Is a Picture and Not the World: Movies and a
Post-9/11 America (SUNY series in Postmodern Culture) can give you a lot of pals because by you



investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting
person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that
maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why
hesitate? We need to have This Is a Picture and Not the World: Movies and a Post-9/11 America (SUNY
series in Postmodern Culture).
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